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I Introduction 
Communities throughout the country are recognizing that park land, recreation trails, and natural areas are 
key components of high quality living environments. Such open spaces provide a community with many 
benefits. These include supplying opportunities for outdoor recreation, promoting and accommodating a 
healthy lifestyle for residents, enhancing the aesthetic quality of a community, increasing property values, 
attracting visitors and tourists, shaping development patterns, and protecting the natural environment.  

The primary purpose of this City of Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020 is to proactively account 
for the City’s future park and recreation needs. Furthermore, the recommendations presented in the Plan will 
guide the acquisition, preservation, and development of land for parks, recreation trails, and other open 
spaces in the City to meet the needs of a growing and changing population. Such recommendations will also 
serve to protect and enhance the community’s natural resource base into the future. Although, this Plan 
addresses the long-range park and open space needs of the community through the year 2040, it focuses on 
recommendations for development over the next five-year period (2015-2020). 

This Plan is also intended to incorporate and refine the previous findings and recommendations presented in 
the City’s 2008 Park and Open Space Plan and the City of Lake Geneva Comprehensive Plan, adopted August 30, 
2011. 

This Plan was prepared in accordance with guidelines that will make it certifiable by the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources (WisDNR) and will qualify the City for matching grant funds through the 
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), the Federal Recreation Trails Act (RTA), and the 
Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Local Assistance Grant Programs (State of Wisconsin). The Plan must be 
updated every five years to ensure that it reflects the current needs of the community and retains its WisDNR 
certification. This Plan was prepared under Wisconsin Statutes 62.23, and will be incorporated as a detailed 
component of the City’s “Smart Growth” Comprehensive Plan under Wisconsin Statutes 66.1001. 
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II Background Information 

A. General Regional Context and City History 
The City of Lake Geneva is located in southeastern Walworth County, near the Wisconsin and Illinois border. 
The City is south of Interstate Highway 43, and situated between Interstate Highway 90 to the west and 
Interstate Highway 94 to the east. The City is near several larger metropolitan areas, including Kenosha, 
Racine, Chicago and Milwaukee. As a City located on the shores of Geneva Lake, it is a very popular tourist 
destination from these metropolitan cities. Lake Geneva was originally developed as a recreational retreat for 
upper class families. However, because of its proximity to regional highway systems and to larger 
metropolitan areas, the City has become a place where individuals and families from all walks of life choose to 
live, work and recreate on a daily basis. 

B. Natural Resources 
A survey of Lake Geneva’s natural environment provides an important framework for guiding the park and 
open space planning process. There are several characteristics of the City’s natural landscape that will direct 
the development of future park and recreational facilities. 

Climate 
Southeastern Wisconsin’s climate is characterized by four distinct seasons. Warm summers generally span the 
months of June through August. The winter months of December, January, and February are cold, with 
average temperatures below freezing and accumulating snow on the ground. The region is characterized by 
temperate conditions in spring and autumn. The first autumn freeze typically occurs around the second week 
of October, and the last spring freeze is usually sometime during the first week of May. 

Soils 
As defined by the United States Department of Agriculture, four major soil associations dominate the Lake 
Geneva area. Most of these soils are classified as prime farmland by the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. Soils 
in the Miami-McHenry Association extend out from the lake shore and are the primary soil type found in the 
City. Miami-McHenry series soils are generally well drained with a subsoil of clay loam and silty clay loam and 
usually found on uplands. These soils have only slight limitations for development. 

The Houghton-Palms Association is the next most common soil, and is concentrated around the eastern end 
of Lake Como and along the southern branch of the White River. This soil type has severe development 
limitations because it is composed mainly of very poorly drained organic soils and is found primarily in 
depressions and bottom lands. 

Soils of the Pella, Kendall, Elburn Association are found north of the City along Como Creek east of Lake 
Como. This concentration continues northeast along the path of Como Creek and the White River to the 
Town of Lyon. It also extends a short distance along the southern branch of the White River. Characterized 
by drainage problems and silty clay loam subsoils, these soils have severe to very severe development 
limitations due to low strength, ponding, and frost heave. 

The Plano-Griswold Association is found to the south of the City along Nippersink Creek. These soils have 
moderate development limitations due to shrink-swell potential. Generally these soils are well drained and 
have a subsoil of clay, silty clay loam and sandy clay loam.  

Water Bodies and Watersheds 
The City of Lake Geneva lies in the White River and Nippersink Creek Watershed. The watershed is drained 
by approximately 239 miles of perennial rivers and streams, and flows in a southeasterly direction toward the 
Illinois border.  
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Geneva Lake is the most important surface water resource in the City. Other significant surface waters 
include the White River, Lake Como, and Como Creek. 

Vegetation 
At the time of European settlement, much of southeastern Wisconsin was covered with prairie and oak 
savannah, oak woods, and lowlands. Since that time, most of the land has been converted to agricultural and 
urban uses. Currently, approximately 16 percent of the City remains wooded. The majority of these areas are 
located on the western side of the City and along the shores of Lake Geneva. Dominant forest types include 
oak-hickory and maple basswood. 

Wildlife Habitat 
Species of wildlife common to the southeastern Wisconsin region are rabbits, squirrels, woodchucks, 
raccoons, muskrats, and beavers. Larger mammals such as white-tailed deer, coyotes, and foxes also inhabit 
the region. Common bird species include cardinals, robins, woodthrushes, great blue herons, wrens, blue jays, 
cranes, hawks, and killdeer. 

Over the course of a ten year study, SEWRPC identified high quality natural areas and critical species habitats 
throughout the region. In 1997, the results were published in a report titled “A Regional Natural Areas and 
Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin”. The 2010 
amendment to that plan added one additional new natural area site; the 138-acre, privately owned, Oak Hill 
Cemetery Woods, located in the northern portion of the City. In this Plan, natural areas are defined as tracts 
of land or water so little modified by human activity, or which have sufficiently recovered from the effects of 
such activity, that they contain intact native plant and animal communities believed to be representative of the 
pre-European-settlement landscape. Critical species habitats are defined as those that support endangered, 
threatened, or rare plan or animal species. The amended SEWRPC plan recommends that each of the natural 
areas and critical species habitat sites should be protected and preserved to the maximum extent practicable. 
Eleven natural areas and critical species habitats in the Lake Geneva area are listed in Figure 1 below.  
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Figure 1: Lake Geneva Area Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat 

Area Name 
Classification 

Code Size Description and Comments 
Wychwood Natural Area 226 acres A large tract of dry-mesic hardwoods occupying a terminal 

moraine on the north side of Lake Geneva. Generally good 
quality throughout, except for the large estates, which occupy 
much of the woods. 

Bloomfield Sedge 
Meadow and 
Tamarack Relict 

Natural Area 171 acres Large wetland complex of good-quality sedge meadow, with 
shrub-carr and tamarack relict. Disturbances include past 
ditching attempts. Contains Alder flycatcher and Veer, both 
common bird species.  

Pell Lake Railroad 
Prairie 

Natural Area, 
Rare Species 
Habitat 

4 acres Small remnant of mesic and wet-mesic prairie along abandoned 
railway right-of-way. Floristically rich, with several regionally 
uncommon species. 

Warbler Trail 
Wetlands (Duck 
Lake Nature Trail) 

Natural Area 40 acres Shallow marsh, shrub-carr complex with small, shallow lakes in 
depression. Adjacent development and past ditching attempts 
have disturbed the site. 

Lake Geneva 
Tamarack Relict 

Natural Area 160 acres Large tamarack relict-shrub-carr complex with small, shallow 
lakes in depression. Adjacent development and past ditching 
attempts have disturbed the site.  

Radio Station 
Wetland 

Critical Species 
Habitat (Plant) 

30 acres Gentiana procera, a rare plant species, grows on the site. 

Section Five 
Marsh and Pond 

Critical Species 
Habitat (Bird) 

18 acres Site contains a colony of Black terns, a rare bird species.  

White River Critical Species 
Habitat 
(Aquatic) 

4.5 miles 
(approx. 
20 acres 
of surface 
water) 

The entire length of the White River within the planning area is 
classified as an aquatic area of countywide or regional 
significance, containing a good assemblage of mussel species. 
The portions of the river from the outlet at Geneva Lake 
extending 1.7 miles downstream is a critical stream reach 
containing the Longear sunfish, a threatened species, and the 
Least darter, a species of special concern. 

Geneva Lake Critical Species 
Habitat 
(Aquatic) 

5,282 
acres  

This deep spring lake, the largest in the Region, contains good 
overall fish diversity including the Least darter and the Lake 
herring (Cisco), both species of special concern 

Oak Hill 
Cemetery Woods 

Natural Area 138 acres No Description Available 

Town of Linn 
Park 

Critical Species 
Habitat 

153 acres Ammodramus henslowii (T) (Henslow’s sparrow)  
Sturnella magna (SC) (eastern meadowlark)  
Dolichonyx oryzivorus (SC) (bobolink)  
Passerculus sandwichensis (SC) (savannah sparrow)  
Ammodramus savannarum (SC) (grasshopper sparrow 

Source: “A Regional Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin”, 1997, Amended 2010, 
SEWRPC.  
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C.  Population and Demographics 

Population 

The City of Lake Geneva encompasses a land area of 6.54 miles with 1,169.2 persons per square mile (2010). 
Over the past thirty-five years, the City has experienced steady population growth. Figure 2 shows the City’s 
population from 1980 to 2013. These numbers are compared to population trends for the surrounding towns, 
nearby Villages, Walworth County, and the State. Between 1990 and 2000, the City’s population grew 
approximately 20 percent and a total of 28 percent between 1990 and 2013, indicating that most growth 
during the 23-year time period took place during the 1990s.  

Lake Geneva’s growth was significantly greater than the State, town of Linn and the village of Fontana 
growth rates, fairly consistent with the village of Williams Bay, and significantly less than the town of Geneva, 
town of Lyons and Walworth County growth rates. Note that as a resort and vacation destination, the City of 
Lake Geneva has a significant increase in population between May and September. 

Figure 2: Population Trends* (1980-2013) 

 1980 1990 2000 2010 
2013 

Estimate 

1990- 
2013 

Percent 
Change 

2000-
2013 

Percent 
Change 

City of  
Lake Geneva 5,612 5,979 7,148 7,651 7,670 28% 7% 

Village of 
Fontana 1,764 1,635 1,754 1,672 1,671 2% -5% 

Village of 
Williams Bay 1,763 2,108 2,415 2,564 2,577 22% 7% 

Town of 
Geneva 3,933 3,472 4,099 4,993 4,997 44% 22% 

Town of  
Linn 2,064 2,062 2,194 2,383 2,394 16% 9% 

Town of 
Lyons 2,659 2,579 3,440 3,698 3,689 43% 7% 

Walworth 
County 71,507 75,000 93,759 102,228 102,579 37% 9% 

Wisconsin 4,705,767 4,891,769 5,363,675 5,686,986 5,717,110 17% 6.6% 

U.S, Census, 1980-2010 and WisDOA population estimates, 2013. 

*Note: The Village and Town of Bloomfield are not included in this Figure because part of the Town incorporated to become the Village of 
Bloomfield in December, 2011, thereby skewing the percent population change for these two municipalities and making it irrelevant for the 
purposes of this Plan. 
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Figure 3 depicts three population projection methods. The first projection is prepared by the Wisconsin 
Department of Administration (WisDOA). The 1995-2013 Linear Projection was calculated by determining 
the average annual population over the 18-year span and projecting that forward to the year 2040. The 2000-
2013 Linear Projection was calculated by determining the City’s average annual population change between 
2000 and 2013 and projecting that forward to the year 2040. 

The City expects that the historic growth trends of the 1990s will not be repeated in the next 25 years. When 
the 2008 Park and Open Space Plan was written, the expectation was for high levels of historic growth to 
continue, however, this did not occur, and in fact, growth in the City slowed and nearly stopped during the 
economic downturn, as it did for much of Wisconsin and the U.S. Using the WisDOA growth rate 
projection, the population of the City is expected to grow to 8,870 by 2040. For the purposes of this Plan, the 
City will utilize the WisDOA projection. The selected projection presented in Figure 3 will be useful for long-
term park and recreational facility planning. However, it should be noted that the City’s actual future 
population will depend on social and economic trends, changes in the market, attitudes toward growth, and 
development regulations.  

Figure 3: City of Lake Geneva Population Projections 

 20101 20132 
Estimate 

2015 
Projection 

2020 
Projection 

2025 
Projection 

2030 
Projection 

2035 
Projection 

2040 
Projection 

Department of 
Administration 7,651 7,670 7,700 8,080 8,505 8,860 8,915 8,870 

Linear 
Projection3 

1995-2013 
7,651 7,670 7,793 8,002 8,210 8,418 8,627 8,835 

Linear 
Projection4 

2000-2013 
7,651 7,670 7,796 8,013 8,229 8,445 8,661 8,877 

1 U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 

2 Wisconsin Department of Administration, 2013 population estimate and projections 
3 Vandewalle & Associates: Extrapolated based on the average annual population change from 1995-2013 (2013 pop – 1995 est. pop)/18) where US Census 
1995 annual population estimate = 6,960  
4 Vandewalle & Associates: Extrapolated based on the average annual population change from 2000-2013 
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Age Distribution 
Figure 4 presents information about age demographics in the City and surrounding area as of the 2010 
Census. Overall, Lake Geneva is characterized by a relatively young population. In 2010, 16.7 percent of the 
population was 65 and over, and 22.7 percent of the City’s population was under 18. All the other 
communities in the area except for the Village of Fontana had a greater population of individuals under age 
18 than of individuals over age 65, suggesting the area is characterized more by young families than by 
retirees. The City’s median age in 2010 was 39.8 years old.  

Figure 4: Age Distribution (2010) 

 Median 
Age 

Under 
Age 5 

Percent 
under 5 

Under 
Age 18 

Percent 
under 

18 

Age 65 
and 
Over 

Percent 
Age 65 

and Over 
City of Lake Geneva 39.8 492 6.4 1,737 22.7 1,276 16.7 
Village of Bloomfield* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 
Village of Fontana 50.6 57 3.4 319 19.1 383 22.9 
Village of Williams Bay 43.5 125 4.9 584 22.8 460 17.9 
Town of Bloomfield 36.5 373 5.9 1,740 27.7 611 9.7 
Town of Geneva 45.7 230 4.6 1,052 21.0 830 16.6 
Town of Linn 47.3 127 5.3 514 21.6 429 18.0 
Town of Lyons 43.7 186 5.0 883 23.9 582 15.7 
Walworth County 38.1 6,196 6.1 24,000 23.5 13,757 13.5 
Wisconsin 38.5 358,443 6.3 1,339,492 23.6 777,314 13.7 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 
*The village of Bloomfield did not exist at the time of the 2010 Census. 

Racial and Ethnicity Distribution 
According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, in 2010, Lake Geneva was predominately characterized by those 
who classified themselves as White, as was Walworth County and the State of Wisconsin (Figure 5). The 
proportion of Black or African American residents in Lake Geneva was comparable to Walworth County but 
considerably lower than the State. The proportion of Asian residents was less than the State but more than 
the County. These data depict a relatively homogeneous population from a racial distribution perspective. 

Figure 5: Lake Geneva Racial Distribution (2010) 

 

Number of 
Persons 
in Lake 

Geneva 

Percent in 
City of Lake 

Geneva 

Number 
in 

Walworth 
County 

Percent 
Walworth 
County 

Number 
in 

State of 
Wisconsin 

Percent 
State of 

Wisconsin 

White 6,704 87.6% 93,935 91.9% 4,902,067 86.2% 
Black or African American 45 0.6% 980 1.0% 359,148 6.3% 
Asian 111 1.5% 845 0.8% 129,234 2.3% 
American Indian and  
Alaska Native 15 0.2% 308 0.3% 54,526 1.0% 

Native Hawaiian and  
Other Pacific Islander 1 0.0% 43 <0.1% 1,827 <0.1% 

Some Other Race 649 8.5% 4,604 4.5% 135,867 2.4% 
Two or More Races* 126 1.6% 1,513 1.5% 104,317 1.8% 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 
*This category represents responses that identified two or more of the races above. 
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The Census classifies ethnicity as either “Hispanic or Latino” or “Not Hispanic and Latino”. People who 
identify themselves as Hispanic and Latino can be any race (i.e.: White, Asian or Some Other Race). Hispanic 
and Latino people of any race, can have various places of origin (i.e.: a Latino person who is Black can be 
“Mexican”, “Cuban” or “Other Hispanic or Latino” which includes origins from Spain, Central and South 
America, etc.)a. Figure 6 indicates the City of Lake Geneva had a higher percentage of Hispanic or Latino 
residents than Walworth County and the State, according to 2010 Census data. 

Figure 6: Hispanic and Latino Distribution (2010) 

 

Number of 
Individuals 

in the 
City of Lake 

Geneva 

% of Total 
Population 

in the 
City of Lake 

Geneva 

Number of 
Individuals 

in 
Walworth 
County 

% of Total 
Population 

in 
Walworth 
County 

Number 
of 

Individuals 
in the 

State of 
Wisconsin 

% of Total 
Population 

in the 
State of 

Wisconsin 
Hispanic or Latino 
(of any race) 1,323 17.3% 10,578 10.3% 336,056 5.9% 

Not Hispanic or 
Latino 6,328 82.7% 91,650 89.7% 5,350,930 94.1% 

Not Hispanic or 
Latino and White 
Alone (of total 
population) 

6,091 79.6% 5,245 86.8% 4,738,411 83.3% 

U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 

Employment Characteristics 
The City’s proximity to urban centers such as the Cities of Kenosha, Racine, Milwaukee, and Chicago 
provides a wide variety of employment opportunities for Lake Geneva residents. In 2010, 60.0 percent of 
Lake Geneva’s population age 16 and older was employed. Figure 7 shows the City’s occupational 
distribution. 

Figure 7: Occupational Distribution (Lake Geneva-2010) 

Occupational Group 
Number of Employed 

Labor Force 
Percentage of Employed 

Labor Force 
Management, Business, Science and Arts 1,053 28.6 
Service Occupations 908 24.6 
Sales and Office 947 25.7 
Natural Resources, Construction, and 
Maintenance 192 5.2 

Production, Transportation, and Material Moving 587 15.9 
Total Employed  3,687 100 
U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 

 

                                                      
a US Census ethnicity metadata, 2010 
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Household Characteristics 
In 2010, the average household size in Lake Geneva was 2.28 persons per household. As shown in Figure 8, 
the average household size in the City was slightly lower than that of the county, the state, and the 
surrounding towns. Furthermore, the City had a much lower proportion of owner-occupied housing than the 
county, state, and surrounding towns. The City has a significantly lower percentage of seasonal housing units 
than most of the nearby towns and villages, but a somewhat higher percentage than the State. However, only 
about half of the City’s occupied housing units are occupied by the owners of the unit; suggesting a very 
strong year-round rental market. 

Figure 8: Household Characteristics (2010) 

 

Total 
Housing 

Units 

Total 
Households 
(occupied 

housing 
units) 

Average 
Household 

Size 
(Number 

of Persons) 

Percent of 
Occupied 

Units  
that are 
Owner-

Occupied 

Vacancy 
Rate  
(as a 

percent 
of total 
housing 

units) 

Percent For 
Seasonal, 

Recreational 
or 

Occasional 
Use 

City of Lake Geneva 4,225 3,323 2.28 50.3 % 21.35% 13.6% 

Village of Bloomfield* N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Village of Fontana 2,308 732 2.28 86.3% 68.3% 66.6% 

Village of Williams Bay 1,985 1,061 2.35 73.3% 46.5% 41.9% 

Town of Bloomfield 2,747 2,292 2.73 83.1% 16.6% 9.0% 

Town of Geneva 3,458 2,067 2.41 80.9% 40.2% 33.8% 

Town of Linn 2,157 997 2.39 79.5% 53.8% 49.8% 

Town of Lyons 1,533 1,410 2.62 81.8% 8.0% 2.9% 

Walworth County 51,531 39,699 2.51 68.8% 23.0% 17.3% 

Wisconsin 2,624,358 2,279,768 2.43 68.1% 13.1% 7.4% 

U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 
* Note that the village of Bloomfield was not yet in existence in 2010 and the town of Bloomfield data contains all of the data that would now be split 
between the two jurisdictions. 
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Figure 9, below, presents the WisDOA “vintage 2013” projected number of households (occupied housing 
units) in the City to 2040, based on population projections that were completed in 2013. The projections 
indicate there will be approximately 485 additional households with an average of 2.14 persons per household 
by 2025, and 813 additional households with an average of 2.06 persons per household by 2040. These 
household projections will be used in Chapter IX to calculate projected costs of park and recreation 
recommended improvements. 

Figure 9: Projected Number of Households and Persons per Households  
(2015-2040) 

City of  
Lake Geneva 

Households Persons per Household 

2010 Census 3,323 2.28 
2015 3,443 2.21 
2020 3,674 2.18 
2025 3,928 2.14 
2030 4,143 2.12 
2035 4,231 2.08 
2040 4,256 2.06 

D. Review of Existing Plans 
Another critical step in the park planning process is an examination of past planning efforts affecting the City 
of Lake Geneva. A comprehensive understanding of how the City has evolved over time and how it has been 
planning for the future establishes guidelines for this Plan’s recommendations. Moreover, a review of existing 
plans helps identify ways this Plan should be adapted so that it is consistent with the City’s ongoing goals, 
objectives, and policies, and to ensure it is coordinated with regional planning efforts. 

Park and Open Space Plan: City of Lake Geneva (February, 2008, Amended: June, 2008) 
In 2008, the City adopted the City of Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan which provides a comprehensive 
evaluation of existing park and open space investments and recommends efforts that will contribute to these 
key quality of life components. The Plan recommends that in order to maintain its current park standards, the 
City will need to acquire and/or develop land for one new Community Park, six additional Neighborhood 
Parks, and one natural area. Additionally, over the next five years, it is recommended that improvements are 
made to existing parks and open space amenities. Other recommendations include new trails and bike routes, 
and the development of unique recreational facilities (i.e. dog park and splash park). The Lake Geneva Park and 
Open Space Plan 2015-2020 is an update of this 2008 Plan and expands upon its recommendations. 

City of Lake Geneva Comprehensive Plan (August, 2011) 
The 2011 City of Lake Geneva Comprehensive Plan is an update of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan. The 2011 Plan 
includes park and open space related recommendations from the City’s 2008 Park and Open Space Plan as well 
as the following:  
1) Establish a “Greenbelt Corridor,” around the long range growth area and making that part of the next 

park plan update;  
2) Prioritize development of bike and pedestrian trails to enhance non-vehicular connectivity and provide 

tourism and recreational opportunities;  
3) Continue support of tourism development based on the City’s natural and recreational resources by 

partnering with local businesses, recreation providers, and economic development organizations to 
explore new initiatives (such as ecotourism and a regional farmer’s market) that will strengthen the 
tourism industry and address changing market demands;  
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4) Enhance Lake Geneva as a walkable, bikeable City through continued development of an interconnected 
sidewalk and trail network, carefully considering the needs of bicyclists and pedestrians in road design 
and requiring designs of new developments that have the pedestrian in mind. 

5) Implement the 2008 Park and Open Space Plan and use the Plan as a guide for future park development.  
6) While the Park and Open Space Plan focuses particularly on the next five-year period, the Comprehensive 

Plan identifies proposed growth patterns over the next 20 years. 

A Park and Open Space Plan: Walworth County (March, 2014) 
On March 11th, 2014, the Walworth County Board of Supervisors adopted the Park and Open Space Plan. 
This plan is the result of a periodic update of the County Park and Open Space Plan with an extended 
planning horizon that projects further into the future. The Plan recommends protection of environmental 
corridors, natural areas, lands within forests and wildlife areas, and prime agricultural lands, and specifically 
recommends that the City of Lake Geneva acquire the 138-acre Oak Hill Cemetery Woods for natural 
resource preservation purposes. The plan also addresses the need for recreational facilities, lake and river 
access, and trails.  

Amendment to the Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat Protection and Management Plan for 
the Southeastern Wisconsin Region (SWRPC, 2010) 
Beginning in 1991, SEWRPC staff conducted a natural areas and critical species habitat protection and 
management study to guide the preservation of the most crucial remaining natural areas and critical species 
habitats in Southeastern Wisconsin. This Plan Amendment identifies a total of 494 natural areas and 271 
critical species habitat sites through 2010 and recommends that each of these areas and sites be protected and 
preserved to the maximum extent practicable. The Amended Plan also recommends that 686 sites, or 90 
percent of the total, be placed in public or private protective conservation ownership and that the remaining 
79 sites be protected, insofar as it is possible, through zoning and other regulatory means without protective 
ownership. Descriptive information for each natural area and critical species habitat site, along with the 
recommended means for preservation, is presented. A description of sites in the Lake Geneva area is included 
in the Natural Resources section of this Plan. 

A Regional Transportation System Plan for Southeastern Wisconsin: 2035 (Adopted June 2006) 
The 2035 Regional Transportation Plan provides a vision for the 7-county region (Kenosha, Milwaukee, 
Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, Washington, and Waukesha) that looks 20 or more years into the future. The 
principal components of this plan are public transportation, systems and demand management, bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, and arterial streets and highways. Several bicycle and pedestrian related elements were 
proposed including 575 miles of off-street bike paths, and standards and guidelines for bicycle and pedestrian 
facilities. 

The 2011-2016 Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
The Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) serves as a blueprint for State and local 
outdoor recreation planning as required by the Federal land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Act of 
1965. In addition to meeting the requirements of the LWCF Act the SCORP also reflected on the America’s 
Great Outdoors (AGO) Initiative that asks the American people to become partners in preserving and 
enhancing their conservation and recreation heritage for the 21st-century. The SCORP analyzes the demand 
for outdoor recreation activities by popularity and by setting, looks at the inclusion of health and wellness in 
outdoor recreation planning, explores the current offerings of urban recreation across municipalities in 
Wisconsin, examines the public and private holders of recreation land throughout Wisconsin and the 
programs that encourage conservation and acquisition, and finally, describes seven goals, each with a list of 
actions, designed to encourage the connection of Wisconsin’s residents to the great outdoors. The SCORP 
should be used as a reference source as the 2015 Lake Geneva Parks and Open Space Plan is implemented.  

One of the primary purposes of the SCORP is to identify shortfalls in recreation facilities across the State. 
This identification process relies on both primary data gathering techniques such as surveys, local park and 
recreation plans, as well as anecdotal comments on recreation user perceptions.  
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Wisconsin Land Legacy Report - 2006 
In the Wisconsin Land Legacy Report, the DNR identified those key places around the State that are critical 
to meeting Wisconsin’s conservation and outdoor recreation needs over the next 50 years. The Report 
identifies several sites in Walworth County, including the White River and Bloomfield Area. Located 
northeast of Lake Geneva, this area has diverse upland and wetland habitat and contains several lakes. There 
are fens, sedge meadows, tamarack relicts and bogs. The Report states that three existing State wildlife areas 
could be incorporated into protection efforts, which could extend from the White River southward to the 
Ivanhoe Marsh and the extensive wetland north of Pell Lake. The White River is scenic in spots and is 
suitable for canoeing. It contains largemouth and smallmouth bass, northern pike, and panfish. The Report 
also touts the importance of land trusts and conservation efforts which have impact 45 communities and exist 
in almost every region of the State. One of these local land trust is the Geneva Lake Conservancy which 
works with landowners, farmers and other stakeholders to protect over 1,900 acres of natural lands on more 
than 27 properties in the region. 

Connections 2030 Statewide Long-Range Multimodal Transportation Plan - 2009 
Connections 2030 links statewide transportation policy to implementation, planning, programming and other 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) activities. The plan calls for improved system 
integration for passengers and freight, as well as modernization to correct outdated infrastructure design and 
combine technological advancements with more traditional transportation infrastructure designs. The Plan 
sets policy directions for the State trunk highway system, public transit, intercity travel, freight movement, 
bicycle and pedestrian travel, and funding, project scheduling and prioritization decisions. 

As part of the Connections 2030 planning process, WisDOT identified 37 System-level Priority Corridors. 
Maps of the corridors can be viewed or downloaded online at www.wiconnections2030.gov. The information 
depicted on these maps provides visual representations of how the plan might be implemented. Although the 
corridor maps identify specific projects, the Plan does not guarantee that all potential projects will be 
implemented. The City of Lake Geneva is located in the Southeastern Wisconsin Metropolitan Planning Area: 
Walworth County. The Plan lists the following bike and pedestrian projects in the Lake Geneva area:  

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along US 12/WIS 20 from Tamarack Rd to Pleasant Lake 
Road 

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along US 14 from County Road C (Walworth Co) to Sweet 
Road (Darien) 

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along old US 12 through Whitewater from E County Line 
Road to US 12 Business 

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along WIS 50 from Eastside Rd (Walworth Co) to County 
Road P (Kenosha Co); from WIS 67 to S. Como Road (Williams Bay); from I-43 (Delavan) to Town 
Hall Road; and through the Lake Geneva city limits 

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along WIS 36 from WIS 83 (Burlington) to the White 
River State Trail 

• Provide urban and rural accommodations along WIS 11 from North Road (Walworth Co) to 
Crossway Road (Racine Co); and from Marsh Road (Delavan) to Lawson School Road (Delavan) 

• Add key linkages into metropolitan areas 
• Support accommodations and linkages to create a connected network that provides accessibility 

along and across facilities   

http://www.wiconnections2030.gov/
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III Public Participation 

A. Public Survey 
A community-wide survey was administered to all residents of the City of Lake Geneva. A postcard 
announcing the survey and providing an identification code for accessing the survey was sent to 4,364 City 
residents on August 8, 2014. The survey was available online and hard copies were available at the City 
Municipal Center through September 7, 2014. A total of 191 surveys were partially or completely done online 
and an additional twelve hard-copy surveys were submitted, for a total of 203 surveys submitted. Out of the 
all surveys submitted, 175 (91.6%) were completed by full-time, year-round City residents, 11 (5.4%) were 
completed by part-time, year-round residents and 5 (2.5%) were completed by seasonal residents. One survey 
was completed by a non-resident of the City.  

The survey provided City residents with an opportunity to share their perspectives on the existing park 
system and its future. Survey respondents were asked to identify how well the current park system is meeting 
their needs and what new types of recreational facilities or programs are needed. Respondents were also asked 
to help identify specific recreational facilities that should be included in the City’s future Community Park(s). 

The results of the survey were used, along with the other public input generated during the process, to form 
the core recommendations of this Plan. The following is a summary of the survey analysis. In many cases, 
respondents were allowed to select more than one response, resulting in percentages totaling more than 100 
percent. All percentages will be stated as a percent of the total that answered each question. Complete survey 
results and questions are provided in Appendix A. 

Existing Parks and Facilities  

Community Needs 
When respondents were asked to rate how well the City’s existing park system meets their needs, 29 percent 
indicated that “some” of their needs are being met, and nearly half of respondents (47.5 percent) indicated 
that “most” of their needs are being met. Six respondents (3 percent) indicated the park system does not meet 
their needs at all (2.1%), but 20 percent indicated the system meets or exceeds all of their needs.  

Respondents were then asked which type of new parks (they could indicate more than one) would help to 
meet park system deficiencies and 44.8 percent indicated bike and pedestrian trails are needed, 44.3 percent 
indicated passive Community Parks (such as natural areas) are needed, and nearly 33% indicated that lake and 
river-based facilities are needed most. Active Community Parks were the least noted with only 15.4 percent 
choosing that option. 

Familiarity, Use, and Suggestions for Additional Facilities or Amenities 
Respondents were then asked a series of questions regarding their familiarity and use of each park in the City, 
and what amenities or facilities are needed at each park location. In the question regarding Community Parks, 
almost all respondents indicated that they are familiar with Lake Geneva Beach (97 percent), but only about 
72 percent of respondents use the beach. Most respondents are also familiar with Library/Elm Park (94.1 
percent), almost 82 percent use that park and approximately 17% percent of respondents believe it needs 
additional facilities or amenities (see Appendix A for all specific responses for additional facilities or 
amenities). 

For Neighborhood Parks, most respondents (93.7 percent) are familiar with Flat Iron Park, but not quite 71 
percent use it. Several respondents indicated that additional facilities such as a band shell and more benches 
are needed. Many respondents use both Maple Park (36.6 percent) and Seminary Park (31.9 percent) and 
several people offered suggestions for improvements to Maple Park, Seminary Park and Rushwood Park 
specifically, as well as many suggestions for unspecified Neighborhood Parks (see Appendix A). 
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Although the City of Lake Geneva is not responsible for Regional Parks and Trails, a large percentage of 
respondents use these parks and have many suggestions for improvements that the City can bring to the 
State, County or other jointly responsible jurisdictions for consideration.  

Many suggestions were provided for Special Use facilities with most of the comments and suggestions being 
about a dog park. Many suggestions were also offered about the disc golf course and about the Geneva 
Walkway, which is used by 143 respondents (nearly 74% of the 186 who answered the question). 
Additionally, approximately 27 percent of respondents indicate they use the City Boat Access and nearly 14 
percent indicated that it is in need of improvement or should be moved from its current location. 

In the survey question that asks about Natural and Open Space Areas in the City, over 50% of respondents 
indicated they are familiar with Donian Park, Four Seasons Nature Preserve, the White River City Lands, and 
Baker Park. Several respondents wrote in suggestions for uses at the former Hillmoor Golf Course, however, 
the City only owns the portion referred to as “White River City Lands.” There were also suggestions for 
improvements to other Natural and Open Space Areas owned by the City (see Appendix A). 

Only about half of the survey respondents answered that they are familiar with the Bike Routes in the City. 
Although the survey did not specifically ask, this could indicate that the other half of respondents did not 
answer the question because they are unfamiliar with the Bike Routes. Those who answered the question 
provided many suggestions for improvements including suggestions for connectivity, accessibility, signage 
and the need for lanes, markings and maps.  

Importance to the Community 
Respondents were asked to identify the parks or facilities that are the top 5 most important to the 
community. Responses were scored according to what rank they were given for each park and the total score 
was added up to determine the high score for 1st through 5th most important parks, and for the total score. 
The scores of the highest ranked parks overall are shown in Figure 10, below. Even though Lake Geneva 
Beach came in second overall, it had a score two points higher than Library/Elm Park for first-place most 
important park/facility for the community. In keeping with the overall scores, Flat Iron had the highest score 
for third place, Veterans Park for fourth place and Big Foot State Park for fifth. 

Figure 10: Existing Parks and Facilities: Rank of Importance to Community  

Park/Facility Weighted 
Score 

Highest Scoring 
Rank for Each 
Park 

Library/Elm Park  574 2nd 

Lake Geneva Beach  534 1st 

Flat Iron Park 310 3rd 

Veterans Park 260 4th 

Big Foot Beach State Park 177 5th 

Geneva Lake Walkway  96  NA 
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Current Park Conditions 
Respondents were asked to rate the condition of particular aspects of existing parks and facilities (cleanliness, 
landscaping, mowing, playground equipment, athletic fields, pools, music venues, and furnishings). On a 1 to 
5 scale, with 1 being “Poor” and 5 being “Excellent”, conditions were rated with a 3 or 4 most of the time. 
Respondents rated park cleanliness, landscaping, mowing and athletic fields most often as a 4. The majority 
of respondents rated playground equipment, music venues and furnishings with an “Adequate” rating of 3. 
The lowest-rated aspect was Indoor/Outdoor Pools, with 26.1 percent of respondents giving pools a 1 rating, 
most likely because the City does not own or operate a public pool. “Other” responses primarily received 
“Poor” ratings and included a variety of answers (see Appendix A for open ended responses). 

Preferred Activities  
The most popular activity enjoyed in the park system was, by far, “Walking”, with 92.9 percent of 
respondents choosing that answer. Similarly, 57.1 percent chose “Hiking” as a response. The next most 
popular activities after walking and hiking are swimming (63.1%), local musical performances (61.6%), and 
nature watching (60.1%). Percentages add up to more than 100 percent because respondents were instructed 
to select all activities they participate in. Eighteen of the 24 activities listed were selected by at least 10 percent 
of respondents, indicating that wide ranges of park system activities are enjoyed by multiple respondents. 

Types of New Parks and Facilities Needed 
Survey respondents were asked to indicate all of their choices for new programs and facilities that are most 
needed to meet existing deficiencies and future needs. The top six responses are:  

1. Bike and pedestrian trails 
2. Dog park 
3. Music/band shell 
4. Lake and river-based programs 
5. Music pavillion 
6. Programs for seniors 

  

Respondents were asked to prioritize the need for improvements to programs or facilities with rank of 1 
thorugh 4. By caluculating the overall scores for each, the following answers are ranked in order: 

1. Dog park 
2. Bike and pedestrian trails 
3. Lake and river-based programs 
4. Music/band shell 
5. Music pavillion 
6. Programs for children 
7. Tie: Programs for teens and programs for seniors 
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Figure 11: Types of Parks Needed 

 
 

The top-ranked locations for improvements were Flat Iron Park (score=142), Library/Elm Park (score=119) 
and Veterans Park (score=92). Hillmoor Heights emerged as the fourth most common answer as one of the 
top four priority locations for improvements however, it is unclear if respondents understood that Hillmoor 
Heights is different than the former Hillmoor Golf Course property. 

Respondent Profile 
Nearly 95% of those who took the survey are users of the City of Lake Geneva park system and more than 
half (54.1 percent) are over the age of 55, with the highest response rate from those over 65 (28.3 percent). 
Seventy-five survey respondents indicated that collectively, they have 153 children under the age of 18 living 
in their households. Seventy-six respondents indicated they have 111 people over the age of 65 in their 
households. Over 80 percent of both the children and the seniors use the park system. 

When asked about their decision to move to or stay in Lake Geneva, nearly 40 percent of respondents stated 
that the City’s park and recreation amenities influenced their decision, while approximately 60 percent said 
that it did not. Respondents provided many explanations for why they were or were not influenced by the 
park system (see question 18, open ended responses in Appendix A). More than half of the respondents (57.2 
percent) indicated that they are aware that the City partners with the YMCA for recreational programming. 

Slightly over half (52.3 percent) of respondents indicated they are not interested in another formal 
opportunity to provide input on this Park and Open Space Plan prior to the public hearing. However, 
approximately 70 percent said they would attend a public Open House. 

About 48 percent of the 181 respondents who answered the question indicated that they would consider 
making some type of donation (e.g.: a memorial or specific project donation) to the City of Lake Geneva park 
system. 

B. Open House 
As part of the planning process for this Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020, a public Open House was held at 
the City Hall Council Chambers on October 8, 2014 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. This Open House was an 
opportunity for citizens to gain information on the Draft Park and Open Space Plan and take an active part in 
planning for the future of the park system by discussing their ideas with Park Board members and City staff. 

36%

38%

40%

42%

44%

46%

48%

Bike and
pedestrian trails

Dog park Music/band shell Lake and river-
based programs

Music pavillion
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The Open House had an informal structure, allowing citizens to drop by at any time to view the displays, ask 
questions and share their ideas. A brief questionnaire asking for general input on the Draft Park and Open Space 
Plan, including a black and white, 11 x 17 Future Facilities Map for participants to draw their suggestions 
upon, was available at the Open House. Questionnaires and information were also available for citizens who 
were unable to attend. All completed questionnaires and Future Map drawings were due by Friday, October 
17th. 

Five questionnaires were submitted with no map drawing suggestions. See Appendix B for the complete 
questionnaire and results. The results of Open House contributed to the development of the future park and 
recreational facilities recommendations described in Chapter VIII. 

 

 
Source: Lake Geneva Regional News, October 8, 2014 

C. Park Board Recommendation, Public Hearing, and Adoption 
On December 3, 2014 the Board of Park Commissioners reviewed the final draft of the Plan and adopted a 
motion to recommend that the Plan Commission schedule a Public Hearing to present and review the final 
draft.  

A public hearing was held on January 19, 2015 before the Plan Commission to allow residents to comment 
on the Draft Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020.  

One member of the public spoke in favor of the Plan and Plan Commission member and Park Board of 
Commissioners Chair, Doug Skates provided a thorough overview of the main accomplishments in the  
new Plan. The Plan Commission voted unanimously to recommend the Plan to the Common Council, 
following a short discussion of comments at the hearing.  

The Common Council voted to certify the Plan on January 26, 2015, and voted to adopt the Plan on  
May 26, 2015, with Resolution 15-R30. A copy of this resolution is provided at the front of this Plan.  
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Veterans Park
Sand Volleyball Court

)
Wheel Friendly Plaza
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Public Park Facilities
1. Baker Park
2. Big Foot Beach State Park
3. Business Park Pond
4. Cobb Park
5. Donian Park
6. Duck Lake Nature Area
7. Dunn Field
8. East Street Water Tower
9. Flat Iron Park
10. Four Seasons Nature Preserve
11. Hillmoor Heights
12. Home Depot Park
13. Library/Elm Park

14. Maple Park
15. Mill Park
16. Moss Park
17. Oak Hill Tot Lot
18. Olive Longland Park
19. Price-Fremont Park
20. Rushwood Park
21. Seminary Park
22. Stoneridge Park
23. Undeveloped Park (North)
24. Veterans Park
25. Water Tower Open Space
26. Westgate Tot Lot
27. White River City Lands
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IV Existing Park and Recreational Facilities 
The following is a summary of the existing park and recreational facilities in or near the City of Lake Geneva. 
As of 2015, the City owns or maintains approximately 236.8 acres of park and open space. The City maintains 
26 parks and one lake access area. Each park and recreational facility is listed below by type of (i.e.: 
Community Park, Special Use, Natural and Open Space Areas, Recreation Trails and Bike Routes, etc.) and 
depicted on Map 1 on page 21. A complete list of the facilities and amenities within each park is provided in 
Figure 12 on pages 27-29. 

A. Mini-Parks 
Oak Hill Tot Lot: This less than one-acre play lot on the City’s north side offers a variety of playground 
equipment. 

Westgate Tot Lot: This less than one-acre play lot on the City’s west side offers a variety of playground 
equipment. 

B. Neighborhood Parks 
Cobb Park: This 5-acre park is located just west of the City. The mostly wooded site features a nature trail, 
playground equipment, group picnicking area, pavilion and restrooms. 

Flat Iron Park: This 2-acre site sits adjacent to the convergence of Geneva Lake and the White River. The 
park is the site of the Chamber of Commerce Tourist Information Center. Facilities include boat slips, a 
gazebo, and restrooms. 

Maple Park: This 3-acre park is located in the heart of the City. Although owned by the City, the site is 
managed by the Lake Geneva School District and includes Central Dennison Elementary School. Facilities 
include two basketball courts, a playfield, a playground, one sandlot softball diamond and two tennis courts.  

Rushwood Park: The facilities for this 3-acre park on the City’s south side include a sandlot softball diamond, 
playground equipment, picnicking and a sledding hill. 

Seminary Park: This 3-acre site has a downtown location. The site provides picnicking, open shelter, 
playground equipment, restrooms, and parking for vehicles with boat trailers.  

Undeveloped Future Neighborhood Parks: 

Stoneridge Park: This undeveloped 2-acre park is located in the northern portion of the City in the Stoneridge 
subdivision.  

Undeveloped Park (Edgewood Hills Subdivision): This undeveloped 3-acre site on the City’s north side 
contains wetlands and an environmental corridor and is near the town-owned Duck Lake Nature Trail.  

C. Community Parks 
Dunn Field: This 13-acre park adjacent to Eastview Grade School is under ownership of the school district, 
but under a 1984 agreement, the land is under the control and use of the City for recreational purposes. 
Facilities include, a state-of-the-art skate park, two tennis courts, one sandlot softball diamond, a playground, 
soccer facilities, concessions and restrooms. 

Library/Elm Park: This 10-acre park is located on the north shore of Geneva Lake. The historic Riviera 
Building is located on the east end of the park, and the Public Library is in the park’s center. Facilities include 
a swimming beach, informal picnicking, ice skating, boat slips, and two restroom buildings, and showers. 
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Veterans Park: This 38-acre park is located east of the City. Facilities at the park include a lighted baseball 
diamond, two lighted softball diamonds, three unlighted softball diamonds, six soccer fields, a basketball 
court, playground equipment, horseshoe pits, two sand volleyball courts, batting cages, concessions, 
restrooms (in two separate buildings), and two shelters.  

D. Public School Parks 
Badger High and Lake Geneva Middle School: This 55-acre recreation area includes a number of athletic 
fields including a regulation baseball diamond, two basketball courts, two league softball fields, eight tennis 
courts, a football stadium, track and soccer stadium, sand volleyball, and numerous soccer practice fields. 
Badger High School contains an indoor swimming pool and staffed weight room facilities. Summer 
swimming lessons, a youth community swim team and use of the weight room are available to the public. 

Central Denison Elementary School: The recreation area referred to as Maple Park, encompasses 
approximately 3 acres and is owned by the City and managed by the school district. It is a shared facility 
between the school district and the City and is therefore considered to be a Neighborhood Park (see full 
description under Neighborhood Parks, Maple Park). 

Eastview Elementary School: This 13-acre site referred to as Dunn Field is owned by the school district but 
managed by the City. It is a shared facility between the school district and the City and is therefore considered 
to be a Community Park (see full description under Community Parks, Dunn Field).  

E. Special Use Areas 
City Boat Access: This boat launch is a less than one acre site located on the northeastern shore of Lake 
Geneva. Parking for vehicles with trailers is provided at nearby Seminary Park. 

East Street Water Tower Site: This ½-acre site contains two bocce ball courts on City-owned land. 

White River City Lands: This 34.85 acre land owned by the City of Lake Geneva is adjacent to Dunn Field, 
and was formerly leased as part of the 220-acre, privately owned Hillmoor Golf Course. This land now 
includes open space, natural areas and an 18-hole disc golf course. A four-acre dog park is also planned on 
this property, and is expected to be funded for development in 2015. The White River bisects the site. 

F. Open Space Areas 
Baker Park: This small open space park occupies approximately 1-acre on the northeastern shore of Lake 
Geneva. The site contains steep slopes with shrubs and trees. 

Business Park Pond: This 6.5-acre site is located in the City’s Business Park and includes a pond with path. 

Dodge Water Tower Open Space: This 3-acre site is located on the western side of the City, east of the water 
tower and includes a detention pond. 

Donian Park: This 4-acre wooded open space area encompasses a mill race, boardwalk, wetland overlook, 
picnic areas, and the 100-year recurrence interval floodplain along the White River in downtown Lake 
Geneva. 

Edwards Boulevard: This 2-acre boulevard provides open space and aesthetic value to an urban roadway. 

Four Seasons Nature Preserve: This 64-acre open space site is located southeast of the City and is owned and 
maintained by the City. Facilities include an open shelter, observation deck, nature trail, and boardwalk amid a 
wetland, prairie, and oak opening. The Preserve is bordered by an additional 250 acres of land that lies within 
a primary environmental corridor, and is open to the public. 
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Hillmoor Heights: This wooded 20-acre site is located in the Town of Lyons. The property is owned by the 
City and has asphalt bike trails.  

Home Depot Park: This 7-acre site is located 
northwest of the intersection of US Highway 12 
and State Highway 50. It includes a detention 
pond and has asphalt bike trails. Lands 
immediately to the north are held by the Geneva 
Lake Conservancy. 

Mill Park: This approximately .5-acre site is 
located on the City’s near east side. It has a pond 
with lighted spray and landscaped cascading falls.  

Moss Park: This less than a half-acre site is 
located on the City’s north side. It is currently 
undeveloped. 

Olive Longland Park: This .3-acre open space site 
is located on the north side of Lake Geneva. It 
currently has a welcome sign. 

Park Row Boulevard: This 1.2-acre boulevard provides public open space and aesthetic value to an urban 
roadway. 

Price-Freemont Park: This wooded, undeveloped 5-acre site is located in the northwest area of the City. 

G. Recreational Trails and Bike Routes (Off and On-Street Facilities) 
Duck Lake Nature Trail: A former railroad right-of-way, this two mile walkway offers excellent opportunities 
for bird watching. This Town of Geneva facility covers 22 acres along the southern edge of State-owned 
lands adjacent to Lake Como.  

Geneva Lake Walkway: This historical 26-mile walkway path extends completely around Geneva Lake’s 
wooded lakeshore. Approximately 3-miles of the trail are located within the City.  

White River Walk: This unofficial walk currently exists along the White River from Geneva Lake to Main 
Street and from Main Street along the White River to the northeast. 

Bike Routes: Lake Geneva has five bike routes, depicted on Map 1, which are mainly located on the eastern 
side of the City.  

H. Regional Parks 
Big Foot Beach State Park: This 271-acre park on the shore of Lake Geneva in the City offers wooded 
campsites, shower and restroom facilities, 5.5 miles of hiking trails, a sand beach and a 100-foot swimming 
area, volley ball and horseshoe courts, and a 40-acre picnic area. 

White River County Park: This newly acquired park that lies outside the City of Lake Geneva in the town of 
Lyons, protects 190.5 acres of wetlands, upland woods and wildlife habitat. Development plans include trails, 
a canoe/kayak launch, parking lots, restrooms and picnic areas. Recreational uses will include: hunting, 
fishing, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, picnicking and canoeing/kayaking. 

Duck Lake Nature Area: This is a WisDNR-owned wildlife habitat area with public access (see Duck Lake 
Nature Trail below). 
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I. Private Recreational Facilities 
In addition to public recreation facilities, the 
residents of Lake Geneva have access to a 
variety of other private recreational resources:  

Covenant Harbor Bible Camp: Located at 1724 
Main Street in Lake Geneva, this lakeside site 
contains 56-acres of woodland that includes 
picnic areas, two tennis courts, a ropes course, 
and archery facilities. 

First Evangelical Lutheran School: Located at 
1101 Logan Street in Lake Geneva, the facilities 
at this 4-acre church and school site include two 
basketball courts and playground equipment. 

Grand Geneva Resort and Spa: Located 
northeast of Lake Geneva, this resort offers golf, a health spa, tennis, hiking, horseback riding, downhill 
skiing, indoor lap-swimming, and other activities that are open to the public for a fee. 

Lake Geneva Youth Camp: This 22-acre summer camp site is located at W 2655 South Street in the Town of 
Linn. Facilities include two basketball courts, soccer facilities, various playfields, playground equipment, four 
sandlot softball diamonds, and two tennis courts. 

Kent’s Par T Miniature Golf: An 18-hole miniature golf park located near downtown Lake Geneva. 

Paradise Golf Park: An 18-hole miniature golf park located near downtown Lake Geneva. 

St. Francis School de Sales Catholic Church and School: Located at 148 West Main Street in Lake Geneva, 
this 4-acre site includes a basketball court and playground equipment.  

YMCA: Located at 203 Wells Street, the YMCA includes a full Wellness Center, two gymnasiums, a 25-meter 
swimming pool, a large therapy pool, saunas, steam rooms, racquetball courts, and spin cycling equipment. 
The City contracts with the YMCA to provide recreational programming.  
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V Goals, Objectives, and Policies 
In order to conduct a thorough and accurate planning process, it is important to establish a set of goals, 
objectives, and policies that will serve as the basis for the recommendations in this Plan.  

Goals are broad statements that express general public priorities. Goals are formulated based on the 
identification of keys issues, opportunities, and problems that affect the park system. 

Objectives are more specific than goals and are usually attainable through strategic planning and 
implementation activities. Implementation of an objective contributes to the fulfillment of a goal. 

Policies are rules and courses of action used to ensure plan implementation. Policies often accomplish a 
number of objectives. 

The following list of goals, objectives, and policies is based on the information that has been presented in 
previous chapters of this Plan, including citizen input and discussions amongst City Staff and Parks 
Commission members. 

A. Goals  
1. Ensure the provision of a sufficient number of parks, recreational facilities, and open space areas to 

enhance the health and welfare of City residents and visitors. Such facilities should accommodate special 
groups such as the elderly, the handicapped, and young children. 

2. Preserve the City’s natural resources and amenities for the benefit of current and future residents. 

B. Objectives 
1. Provide quality public outdoor recreation sites and adequate open space lands for each planned 

neighborhood area in the City. 

2. Ensure that at least one park and recreational facility is within a safe and comfortable walking distance for 
all Lake Geneva residents, generally within 1/4-1/2 mile. 

3. Increase the diversity of recreational opportunities (active and passive, resource-oriented and non-
resource-oriented, water-based and land-based), and ensure that these opportunities are well distributed 
throughout the City. 

4. Provide pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular access to all parks and recreational facilities. 

5. Provide for a well-integrated network of sidewalks, recreation paths, trails, and bike lanes throughout the 
City which connect with other facilities in the area.  

6. Balance the need to acquire and develop new park and recreational facilities with the need to maintain 
and upgrade existing park sites and facilities.  

C. Policies 
1. All citizens should be provided with an opportunity for engaging in recreational experiences, and 

recreational facilities should be equitably located in the City. 

2. The City should continue to maintain and upgrade existing parks and recreational facilities for the safety 
and convenience of the age groups that use them. 
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3. Neighborhood Parks should be sited and designed to enhance neighborhood cohesion and provide a 
common neighborhood gathering place. All parks should have multiple access points from surrounding 
neighborhoods. All new residential development should be within 1/4 mile of a park. 

4. Parks should be integrated into future neighborhood and development designs and linked by a network 
of trails, bike routes, and open space corridors. 

5. Acquisition of park and open space lands should occur in advance of or in coordination with 
development to provide for reasonable acquisition costs, and to facilitate site planning. Parklands in 
undeveloped areas should be acquired through land developer dedications, where feasible. 

6. The City should continue to develop a diversity of park sizes and types based on the characteristics and 
needs of individual neighborhoods, and the surrounding land use and natural resource features. 

7. The City should explore various means of acquiring land for parks and for developing park facilities, 
including impact fees/park improvement fees, parkland dedication requirements, State and Federal 
grants, conservation easements, and non-profit organizations.  

8. The preservation of primary and secondary environmental corridors, isolated natural resource areas, steep 
slopes, woodlands and forests, lakes, ponds, streams, lakeshores, floodplains, riparian habitats, and 
wetlands should receive special attention to ensure their maintenance as vegetative, wildlife and fish 
habitats, as natural stormwater infiltration areas, as areas for passive and active outdoor recreation, and as 
stormwater detention management areas, where appropriate. 

9. All new residential development should meet the park and open space standards and recommendations 
as outlined in this Plan and implemented by the City of Lake Geneva zoning and subdivision ordinances.  

10. The provision of safe and convenient bike connections between park and open space facilities should be 
emphasized in on-going City planning and acquisition efforts, and should follow State and AASHTO 
design standards. 

11. The City should encourage public awareness of the City’s parks and outdoor recreational facilities by 
promoting them through maps, signage, and other materials.  

12. The City should explore opportunities to work in collaboration with local school districts to provide 
parkland and recreation facilities. 

13. The City should take measures to ensure that existing park facilities are upgraded to comply with ADA 
design guidelines. Future parks should be designed so that they are barrier-free and accessible to persons 
with disabilities.  

14. The City should continue its Neighborhood Planning process to identify future land uses, road and lot 
layouts, and the locations of parks, open space corridors, and trails. 

15. The City should provide a diversity of recreational opportunities to adequately serve different age groups, 
including teenagers and senior citizens. 
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VI Park and Recreation Standards 
In order to guide the park planning process, it is important to establish a set of minimum standards for park 
and recreational facilities. Such standards enable a community to quantitatively measure how well its existing 
facilities are meeting the needs of residents and to plan for future facilities based on projected population 
growth. As such, park and recreation standards are commonly expressed as a ratio of the number of 
minimum acres recommended per 1,000 residents. 

The following sections include a blend of both national and local standards for park and recreational facilities. 
The national standards are based on National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) guidelines. Although 
national standards provide acceptable target guidelines for the type of basic facilities and site characteristics, a 
more thorough and accurate analysis of Lake Geneva’s park system must emphasize the local demand for 
recreational resources. Therefore, a calculation of community-specific standards is more likely to identify 
those park system deficiencies that would not otherwise be captured by universal standards. Furthermore, a 
locally-derived standard will do a better job of taking into account the quality of the park system as well as the 
quantity of park lands provided.  

The NRPA guidelines suggest that at a minimum, a park system be composed of a “core” system of parkland, 
with a total of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed open space per 1,000 population. The following categories 
describing Mini, Neighborhood and Community Parks comprise the “core” spaces to meet this standard. 

A. Mini-Parks 
General Description: These parks offer specialized facilities that serve a centralized or limited population or 
specific group such as young children or senior citizens. 

Local Standard Service Area: The City has determined to have no officially adopted service radii for this 
park type. 

NRPA Park Size Guideline: 2,500 square feet to 1 acre 

Local Park Size Standard: 2,500 square feet to 1.99 acres 

NRPA Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: The NRPA has no officially adopted standard for 
this park type. 

Local Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: The City has determined to have no officially adopted 
standard for this park type. 

Basic Facilities and Activities:  

 Coordinated play equipment and structures for pre-school and elementary school age children 
 Conversation and sitting areas arranged to permit easy surveillance by parents 
 Landscaped areas that provide buffering and shade 
 Lighting for security at night (full cut-off fixtures should be used) 
 Parking is typically not required 

Desirable Site Characteristics: 

 Suited for intense development 
 Located in close proximity to residential development and easily accessible the neighborhood population  
 Accessible by walking or biking 
 Well buffered by open space and/or landscape plantings and separated from roadways by physical 

barriers, such as fences 
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B. Neighborhood Parks 
General Description: These parks are designed specifically to accommodate residents living within the 
service area. They are characterized by active recreational facilities such as baseball and soccer fields, court 
games, playground area, and skating but can also incorporate areas for passive recreation such as picnicking. 

Local Standard Service Area: ½-mile radius uninterrupted by non-residential roads and other physical 
barriers 

NRPA Park Size Guideline: 5 acres minimum; 5-10 acres is optimal 

Local Park Size Standard: 2-9.99 acres 

NRPA Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: 1-2 acres 

Local Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: 3 acres 

Basic Facilities & Activities: 

 Active recreational facilities such as playfields, tennis courts, basketball courts, playgrounds, and ice-
skating rinks 

 Passive recreational facilities such as picnic/sitting areas and nature study areas 
 Service buildings for shelter, storage, and restrooms 
 Lighting for security at night 
 Adequate on-street and off-street parking spaces 

Desirable Site Characteristics: 

 Suited for intense development 
 Easily accessible to the neighborhood population 
 Accessible by walking or biking 

C. Community Parks 
General Description: Community parks are intermediate in size and are able to accommodate visitors from 
the surrounding community and multiple neighborhoods. These sites focus on both the developed aspects of 
the park, such as playfields and tennis courts, as well as the natural-resource amenities.  

Local Standard Service Area: 2 miles 

NRPA Park Size Guideline: As needed to accommodate desired uses; 30-50 acres is optimal 

Local Park Size Standard: 10-20 acres 

NRPA Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: 1-2 acres: 5-8 acres 

Local Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: 8 acres 

Basic Facilities & Activities:  

 Active recreational facilities such as areas for swimming and boating, biking/walking/skiing trails, 
playfields, playgrounds, tennis courts, and basketball courts 

 Passive recreational facilities such as walking trails, picnic/sitting areas, and nature study areas 
 Service buildings for shelter, storage, and restrooms 
 Facilities for cultural activities, such as plays and concerts in the park 
 Community Center building with multi-use rooms for crafts, theater, restrooms, social activities, and 

senior adult use 
 Lighting for security at night 
 Adequate off-street parking spaces, where the size of the park and the neighborhood context allow 
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Desirable Site Characteristics: 

 May include natural areas, such water bodies or wooded areas  
 May include areas suited for intense development such as swimming pools and athletic complexes 
 Easily accessible to the neighborhood population 
 Accessible by walking or biking 

D. School Parks 
General Description: School parks have many of the same characteristics as Neighborhood or Community 
Parks, depending on their size. As such, school parks primarily serve as locations for active recreational 
facilities associated with school functions; however, these sites can and do benefit the surrounding 
community during off-school hours. These parks may be owned and maintained by the City or the school 
district, but are open to all neighborhood residents.  

Local Standard Service Area: Variable – depends on function 

NRPA Park Size Guideline: The NRPA does not provide a standard for school parks. 

Local Park Size Standard: The City has determined to not establish a standard for school park size. 

NRPA Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: The NRPA has no officially adopted standard for 
this park type. 

Local Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: The City has determined to not establish a future 
standard for school park size. 

Basic Facilities & Activities:  

 Active recreational facilities such as playfields, tennis courts, basketball courts, playgrounds, and ice-
skating rinks 

 Passive recreational facilities such as picnic/sitting areas and nature study areas 
 Service buildings for shelter, storage, and restrooms 
 Lighting for security at night 
 Adequate on-street and off-street parking spaces 

Desirable Site Characteristics: 

 Easily accessible to the neighborhood population 
 Accessible by walking or biking 

E. Special Use Areas and Natural & Open Space Areas 
General Description:  

Areas of open space that cannot be measured by a quantifiable standard because of their unique and diverse 
contributions to the community. Special Use Areas and Natural & Open Space Areas enhance an overall park 
system by maintaining and improving the community’s natural resource base, accommodating special 
activities that are not included in other parks, and providing interconnections between isolated parks and 
recreation areas. 

Examples of Special Use Areas are varied but can include those lands that accommodate passive or special 
recreational activities, such as golf courses, sledding/skiing hills, marinas, beaches, display gardens, arboreta, 
and outdoor amphitheaters, as well as lands that have been protected for their environmental or 
archaeological significance or sensitivity and provide limited opportunity for recreational use. Examples of 
Natural & Open Space Areas may include water bodies, floodplains, wetlands, shorelands and shoreland 
setback areas, drainageways, stormwater management basins, conveyance routes, environmental corridors, 
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wildlife habitats, areas of rare or endangered plant or animal species, prairie remnants, and restoration areas. 
Typically, Special Use and Natural & Open Space Areas are not included in the overall community calculation 
of park and recreation space per 1,000 persons. 

Local Standard Service Area: Variable—depends on function 

NRPA Park Size Guideline: Variable—depends on function 

Local Park Size Standard: The City has determined to have no officially adopted park size standard for this 
park type 

NRPA Future Standard Acres per 1,000 Population: The NRPA has no officially adopted standard 

Local Standard Acres Per 1,000 Population: The City had determined to have no officially adopted local 
standard for this park type.  

Basic Facilities and Activities: Variable, but some may include: 

 Single purpose, active recreational facilities such as areas for swimming and boating, skiing hills, 
biking/walking/skiing trails, skating rinks, and golf courses 

 Passive recreational facilities such as walking trails, picnic/sitting areas, and natural study areas 
 Service buildings for shelter, equipment storage/rental, concessions, and restrooms 
 Signage, trail markers, trash receptacles, information booths 
 Lighting for security at night 
 Off-street parking spaces if appropriate to the area 

F. Recreation Trails 
General Description: Recreation trails accommodate various outdoor activities, such as biking, hiking, 
walking, jogging, horseback riding, nature study, and cross-country skiing. A well-designed park system 
provides connections between parks and open space areas and effectively integrates urban and suburban areas 
with the surrounding natural environment by linking off-street trail segments with on-street bike routes. 
Recreation trails can be designed to serve different functions and to accommodate various, and sometimes 
conflicting, activities. Therefore, this section provides descriptions of the different types of recreation trails 
that this Plan will address and how recommendations will be formulated for each type of trail. 

On-Street Bicycle Facilities 
General Description: There are two primary types of on-street bicycle facilities: bicycle lanes and paved 
shoulders.  

Bicycle lanes are areas of the road striped off for exclusive use by bicyclists. They are the preferred bicycle 
facility for urban arterial and higher volume collector streets (generally more than 2,000 vehicles per day). 
Striping bicycle lanes establishes designated traffic channels that promote an orderly flow by both bicyclists 
and motorists. Typically, bicycle lanes are established on roadways that are 32 feet or wider with no on-street 
parking. Shared bicycle/parking lanes generally function well where sufficient space is provided and the 
parking turnover rate is not too high. 

Paved shoulders are not a bicycle facility per se, but rather a roadway condition that improves bicycle travel 
and bicyclist safety. They function much like a bicycle lane by separating the motor vehicle travel from bikes. 
Paved shoulders are ideal for higher volume streets or highways (more than 1,000 cars per day) with rural 
cross sections (i.e. no curb and gutter). 
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Design Guidelines 
Although this Plan presents general recommendations regarding locations for future trails and bike routes, 
more formal and detailed recommendations regarding type and location would require more in-depth analyses 
of the City’s road network, including traffic patterns and street widths. Design standards for both types of 
trails and bike routes are described in Chapter VI, section F on pages 36-37. 

Desirable Design Criteria for Bicycle Lanes:  
 Minimum width should be 4 feet (in addition to a 1 or 2-foot gutter pan), or 5 feet along an arterial street 

(where the lane is against a curb or a parking lane). 
 When used along side a parking lane, should be at least 5 feet wide and located to the traffic side of the 

parking lane. 
 Where bike lanes and on-street parking is provided, minimum combined width should be 11 feet (13 feet 

where there is substantial parking or turnover of parked cars is high). 
 Lanes should be painted with a bicycle pavement symbol or the words “bike lane” according to American 

Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards. 
 Street signs should be used to identify bicycle lanes. 

Desirable Design Criteria for Paved Shoulders: 
 Minimum width should be 4 feet, or 5 feet where traffic speeds exceed 50 miles per hour. 
 A stripe separating shoulder from roadway is recommended. 
 These are generally not marked as an exclusive bike facility. 
 Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) standards. 
 Street signs should be used to identify bicycle lanes. 

Number of Facilities Per 1,000 Population: The City has determined to not establish a standard for 
providing a minimum population ratio for developing bicycle trails. 

Off-Street Recreation Trails 
General Description: There are two primary types of off-street recreation trails: multi-use paths and rural 
walking/hiking trails. 

Multi-use paths are designed to accommodate bicyclists, walkers, runners, and in-line skaters. Such facilities 
are often located along railroad and street rights-of-way, rivers and lakeshores, and through parks and 
environmental corridors. 

Rural trails provide connections between urbanized areas, and access to parks and open space areas. 
Walkways may be restricted to pedestrian use because of environmental conditions. In certain locations, they 
may also be suitable for equestrian and/or bicycle use. Rural walkways are often sited along creeks, streams, 
rivers, field boundaries, and other natural linear systems.  

Desirable Design Criteria for Multi-Use Paths: 
 In urban areas, paths should be a minimum of ten feet to accommodate two-way bicycle traffic. Paved 

surfacing is recommended to facilitate bike, walking, running, and skating. 
 In rural areas, the path should be a minimum of eight feet wide, surfaced with limestone screenings or 

similar material. 
 Avoid placement alongside roadways where multiple cross-streets and driveways are or will be present. 
 The path should be designed to accommodate bicycle traffic speeds up to at least 20 mph. 

Desirable Design Criteria for Rural Walking/Hiking Trails: Because these trail facilities often travel 
through sensitive environmental areas, they are generally not paved. Rather, they are surfaced with crushed 
limestone, wood chips, hard packed earth, or mowed grass.  

Number of Facilities Per 1,000 Population: The City has determined to not establish a standard for 
providing a minimum population ratio for developing hiking trails. 
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Trailheads 
General Description: Trailheads can provide visible access points to major off-street paths in the 
community’s system. They generally provide a parking area, locational and directional maps or other 
information about the trail system. Some might contain restroom facilities, picnic tables, or benches for 
snacks or breaks. Such facilities should be sited with easy and direct access to the trail system.  

Desirable Design Criteria: These have not yet been developed by the City, and the City will explore model 
standards promoted by trail organizations, and used by peer communities. 

Number of Facilities Per 1,000 Population: The City has determined to not establish a standard for 
providing a minimum population ratio for developing trailheads. 

Boat Access Requirement for Geneva Lake 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), in keeping with State Statutes which seek to 
assure that all Wisconsin residents have access to publicly owned inland waters, has adopted administrative 
rules regarding lake access. Those rules, set forth in Chapter NR 1.91 of the Wisconsin Administrative Code, 
require public boating access sites, including boat launching and parking facilities, to be provided on inland 
lakes as a condition for the WisDNR to provide natural resource enhancement services for a body of water. 
The required number of car-trailer parking spaces increases as the size of the lake increases. According to the 
Walworth County Park and Open Space Plan, Geneva Lake is required to have 100-167 car-trailer parking spaces 
distributed across multiple sites, and is currently meeting that requirement. Standards in the Administrative Code 
indicate that public canoeing/kayaking access points with parking should be provided on major streams every 
10 miles. The White River is a major Walworth County stream and there is currently no canoe/kayak access 
with parking within the City of Lake Geneva. 
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VII Analysis of Existing Park and Recreational Facilities 
This chapter presents an analysis of how well the City of Lake Geneva’s existing park and recreational 
facilities satisfy current needs in the community. The adequacy of the City’s existing park and recreation 
system will be evaluated in the following ways: 

 An application of national park and recreational facility service recommendations to reliable population 
projections for the City (quantitative analysis); 

 A qualitative analysis of the City’s park system based on both an understanding of the City’s goals and 
objectives and an evaluation of the local demand for parkland and recreational facilities; 

 An analysis of the geographic distribution and accessibility of park open space areas; 
 A consideration of public input regarding the future of the City’s park and open space system; and 
 A review of Wisconsin’s State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP). 

The results of this analysis will serve as the basis for the recommendations presented in the next chapter of 
this Plan. 

A. Quantitative Analysis 
Figure 13, on the following page presents a comparison of widely accepted 1996 NRPA park and recreation 
guidelines (acres per 1,000 persons) to the City’s existing park system. Although the 1996 NRPA guidelines 
have not been updated nor adopted in recent years, they provide a reasonable measure by which to assess the 
availability of local park facilities.  

As indicated in Figure 13, the City currently has 10.7 acres of parkland for every 1,000 residents. Note that 
for the purposes of these acreage calculations, Maple Park is counted as a Neighborhood Park and Dunn 
Field is counted as a Community Park because they are shared between the school district and the Village and 
are available to all City resident when not in use by the schools.  

In 1996, the NRPA recommended a minimum of approximately 10 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. 
However, it is not uncommon for communities to maintain higher levels of service for parklands based on 
local demand for certain types of parks or facilities. Figure 13 indicates the City is meeting or exceeding the 
NRPA guidelines for neighborhood and Community Park acreage and total developed park acreage. 
However, it should be noted that the City’s neighborhood and Community Parks are smaller than the NRPA 
guidelines recommend. In Figure 13, the “Recommended Range of Acreage…” for Regional Parks was 
derived by applying the Walworth County 2014 guideline for Regional Parks per 1,000 persons to the 
estimated regional population of Walworth County. 
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Figure 13: City of Lake Geneva Park Acreage Analysis, 2015 

Park Type 

NRPA Guideline 
for Acres Per 
1,000 persons 

2015 Existing 
City of Lake 

Geneva 
 Park Acres 
per 1,000 
persons* 

(2015 acres per 
park type/ 7.70) 

Recommended 
Range of Acreage 
for Lake Geneva 

based on  
NRPA Guidelines per  

1,000 Population* 
(NRPA guidelines  

x 7.70) 

2015 Existing City 
of Lake Geneva 
Park Acreage  

Neighborhood Parks (.1-5 acres each, 
includes Mini-Parks and Maple Park) 1 - 2 acres 2.8 7.7-15.4 21.7 

Community Parks (10+ acres each, 
includes Dunn, Library and Veterans 
Parks) 

5 – 8 acres 7.9 38.5-61.6 61.0 

Total Developed City Parks 
(Neighborhood and 
Community Parks) 

Approximately 
6.25-10.5 acres 10.7 48.1-80.9 82.7 

Special Use (includes White River City 
Lands and Boat Launch and East Street 
Water Tower) 

NA 20.1 NA 40.5 

Natural and Open Space Areas NA 14.9 NA 114.8 
All Public School Facilities** NA 7.6 NA 71.0 
Regional Parks*** 
(Big Foot State Park and White River 
County Park) 

5.3 acres 
(Walworth County 

standard) 

4.5 
(462.5/102.58) 

543.7  
(5.3 x 102.58)) 462.5 

* Based on 2015projected population of 7,700 

**Includes Maple Park, which is also counted as a Neighborhood Park, and Dunn Field, which is also counted as a Community Park for the purpose of 
determining future acreage needs (see Figures 15 and 16). 

***This standard used for Regional Parks is from “A Park and Open Space Plan for Walworth County” (3rd Edition, 2014) for Regional Parks, 
calculations are based on the 2013 Walworth County population estimate of 102,579, and 2014 existing acreage is for all of Walworth County 

Figure 14 on the next page, presents an inventory of the total number of existing public recreational facilities 
and equipment in the City (including public middle school and high school facilities, but not including private 
facilities). A comprehensive inventory of the facilities in each of the City’s parks is located in Figure 12 on 
pages 27-29. 
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Figure 14: Existing Recreational Facilities, 2015 

Facility # of Existing Facilities in the City* 
Baseball 4 

Basketball 19 
Soccer Fields 14 

Sandlot Softball 5 
League Softball 7 
Tennis Courts 12 

Playfields 7 
Swimming Areas (beaches) 2 

Playgrounds 12 
Picnic Areas 6 
Volleyball 2 

Horseshoes 2 
Boat/Kayak Launch 3 

Disc Golf 1 (18 holes) 
Skate Park 1 

Bocce Ball Courts 2 
*Includes public school facilities, but not private facilities 

B. Qualitative Analysis 
Although quantitative standards provide a good basis for formulating the recommendations in this Plan, a 
thorough assessment of the City’s existing facilities must include a more subjective analysis that takes into 
consideration those characteristics that make Lake Geneva unique from other communities. 
Furthermore, the qualitative analysis will do the following things: 

 Identify those park system deficiencies and strengths that are not captured by universal standards;  
 Ensure that future parks and recreational facilities are tailored to meet the needs of City residents; and  
 Allow for the establishment of a more reasonable and specialized level-of-service standard by which the 

City can plan its future park system. 

Important factors to consider include the following: 

 The quantitative analysis presented earlier in this chapter considers Maple Park as a Neighborhood Park 
and Dunn Field as a Community Park. In the case of Dunn Field, the City maintains and manages the 
facility for recreational purposes, but it is owned by the school district. For Maple Park, the school 
district manages the use and the City owns the property. The City of Lake Geneva and the school district 
share these facilities, but there are no set guidelines from NRPA for how to classify shared park facilities. 
In the City of Lake Geneva, these school facilities serve many of the recreational needs of neighborhoods 
and the larger community. It should be recognized, however, that school facilities are not consistently 
open to the public, and school sponsored activities are given first priority when it comes to the 
scheduling and use of these facilities. For this reason, it is important for the City to provide and maintain 
an adequate number of its own facilities and parklands to accommodate the programming needs of the 
entire community and to meet local demand.  

 The City has opportunities to increase access to a wealth of natural areas and open space. While these 
areas do not serve the active recreation needs of the community, they do provide for passive recreation, 
nature study and natural resource conservation, and they enhance the overall aesthetics of Lake Geneva.  
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 The City is fortunate to have a variety of recreational facility providers. While private facilities like the 
YMCA serve residents with such activities as organized leagues and fitness programs, the City should 
consider establishing a separate municipal park and recreation department.  

 City residents are currently within a walkable or bikable distance to several regional park or trail facilities 
that enhance the local park system, including the Hackmatack Federal Wildlife Refuge (not yet open to 
the public), Bigfoot State Park, and the new White River County Park, as well as the Ice Age Trail, the 
Prairie Trail and the White River State Trail. The City should seek out opportunities to make these 
regional facilities more accessible to City residents by working with other governmental entities to 
provide bike and pedestrian aceess to parks and connections to regional trail systems. 

 According to the results of the public participation process, the City’s existing park system has the 
following needs:  

o Additional bike trails and routes 
o Dog park 
o Music/band shell 
o Lake or river based programming 
o Music pavillion 
o Programs for seniors 
o Programs for adults 
o Programs for teenagers 
o Programs for children 
o Splash pad 
o Outdoor swimming pool 
o Ice rink 

C. Geographic Analysis 
The location and distribution of parks and recreational facilities also provides a good indicator of how well 
the existing park system is meeting the needs of the City’s residents. To illustrate this distribution, Maps 2a 
and 2b depict the service areas of the City’s parks. These service areas are based on the local standards 
identified in Chapter VI of this Plan.  

An analysis of Map 2a suggests that Neighborhood parklands in the City are currently fairly well distributed 
and within a reasonable walking distance for most City residents. However, residents in the northeast portion 
of the City do not have adequate access to Neighborhood Parks (as shown on Map 2a) because Broad Street 
and Main Street represent barriers between that portion of the City and existing Neighborhood Parks. Dunn 
Field, however, serves the surrounding neighborhood with facilities generally found in Neighborhood Parks 
and is shown on Map 2a with a Neighborhood Park service area, but is not counted toward the acreage total 
for Neighborhood Parks in Figure 13 because it is already counted as a Community Park. Additionally, it is a 
school facility and has limited public accessibility. Private school facilities are not included as Neighborhood 
Parks, as these facilities also provide limited public access. Service areas for Stonewood Park and 
Undeveloped Park (North) are depicted on Map 3 (Future Park & Recreational Facilities) because they are 
not yet funded or developed as parks. 

Map 2b suggests that Community Parks are well distributed and serving most current City residents. 
However, not all of the Community Parks are easily accessible by all age groups and modes of travel.  

Due to their specialized nature, the service areas for the City’s Special Use parks include the entire community 
and are not depicted on either of the Service Area Maps (2a or 2b). 

As the City continues to grow, it will be necessary to acquire additional parklands so future residents have 
equitable access to all types of parklands and open space. 
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D. Review of the Wisconsin Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan 
2011-2016 (SCORP) 

The last component of this needs assessment involves a review of the State of Wisconsin’s 2011-2016 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, prepared by the WisDNR. The primary focus of the SCORP is to 
identify the correlation between activity and wellness and to provide information on the availability of 
recreational activities in Wisconsin that promote wellness. The SCORP states that 87.7 percent of survey 
participants participate in walking, however, less than 10% of Walworth County residents are within ½ mile 
walk of a public park. 

Specific plan recommendations and actions that relate to Lake Geneva’s local park and recreation planning 
include:  

 Understand the recreation and tourism preferences associated with growing market segments. 

 Identify existing and emerging strategies to evaluate appropriate levels and types of service for expanding 
user groups 

 Acknowledge the potential issues surrounding climate change adaptation with outdoor recreation and 
tourism. 

 Encourage regional planning efforts for integrated, cost-effective use of recreation lands and facilities. 

 Provide education and awareness of how recreation uses can impact the natural resources along with 
actions to reduce those impacts. 

 Promote the collaboration of public and private recreation opportunities though integrated management 
planning. 

 Continue to acquire and develop boating access sites to meet public boating needs. 

 Promote awareness of the location of existing recreation lands, facilities, and opportunities available 
within a given region. 

 Continue to meet Americans with the Disabilities Act standards for accessibility to outdoor recreation 
facilities. 

 Support community based efforts to increase access to outdoor recreation. 

 Promote sustainable recreation facility design, construction, and maintenance practices. 

 Continue to support the Wisconsin Working Lands Initiative for habitat conservation and protection. 

 Explore new and innovative funding methods for outdoor park and recreation facilities. These methods 
may include public/private partnerships or cost sharing among many governmental agencies. 

 Increase revenue generating capabilities for outdoor recreation by continuing to update and improve 
technologies such as automated fee collection systems. 

 Start a dialogue between public outdoor recreation providers and health agencies to identify other (non-
traditional) funding sources for recreational facilities and development. 

 Continue the “Walk with Walker Program” by encouraging citizens to use State parks, forests, and trails 
for health and wellness. 

 Create and enhance a new generation of safe, clean, accessible, and connected great urban parks and 
community green spaces. 

 Connect people with urban parks, trails, and community green spaces. 

 Leverage private community foundations and public funding to increase park acquisitions. 
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E. Future Park System Needs 
Based upon NRPA park facility guidelines, the current amount of park acreage existing in the City relative to 
the current population (see Figure 13), and the local standard park acreage determined by the City of Lake 
Geneva in the 2008 Park and Open Space Plan, the City has decided that the future local standard for park 
acreage will remain at 3 acres per 1,000 persons for Neighborhood Parks, and 8 acres per 1,000 persons for 
Community Parks, for a total of 11 acres per 1,000 persons. For reasons described in the next Chapter, the 
City plans to develop Neighborhood Parks rather than Mini-Parks to meet these needs. The City standard of 
3 acres per 1,000 residents for Neighborhood Parks has been defined to reflect this approach (see 
Neighborhood Park standards, page 33).  

Based on the City Standards, Figures 15 below shows the minimal additional park acreage that will be needed 
to accommodate the City’s projected population in 2025 and in 2040. Note that a dramatic and unexpected 
economic downturn occurred after the 2008 Park and Open Space Plan was completed that lead to much slower 
population increases throughout Wisconsin and the U.S. than had been previously anticipated.  

Figure 15: Park Acreage Needs, 2025 

Park Type 

City 
Standard Acres Per 

1,000 persons 

City Standard for 
Total 2025 

Acreage based on 
Acres per 1,000 

persons* 
(City Standard x 

8.505) 
2015 Existing 
Total Acres 

Minimum 
Additional Acres 
Needed to Meet 
City Standard by 

2025 
Neighborhood Parks 
(including mini parks) 3 25.5 21.7 3.8 

Community Parks 8 68.0 61.0 7.0 
Total  11 93.5 82.7 10.8 
*Based on City standard for future acreage in 2025 with projected population of 8,505. 

Year 2025 population and household projections (see Chapter II, Figure 3 and Figure 9) will be used in the 
Estimated Cost Projections for Future Park and Recreation Facilities chapter of this Plan to determine 
recommended parkland dedication and impact fee requirements. The 2025 projection was selected to 
correspond to the January 2008 amendment to Chapter 66.0617 and 236.45 of the Wisconsin Statutes that 
specifies municipalities have a ten-year timeframe for collection and expenditure of impact fees. Land 
acquisition and improvement recommendations are based on what the City can reasonably expect to 
accomplish in a ten-year timeframe. 

Figure 16, below provides a projection for how many additional acres of parkland will be needed meet the 
City standard by 2040. 

Figure 16: Park Acreage Needs, 2040 

Park Type 

City 
Standard Acres 

Per 1,000 persons 

City Standard for 
Total 2040 

Acreage based 
on Acres per 1,000 

persons* 
(City Standard x 

8.87) 
2015 Total 

Acres 

Minimum 
Additional Acres 
Needed to Meet 
City Standard by 

2040 
Neighborhood Parks 3 26.6 21.7 4.9 
Community Parks 8 71.0 61.0 10.0 
Total 11 97.6 82.7 14.9 
* Based on City standard for future acreage in 2040 with projected population of 8,870. 
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VIII Recommended Park and Open Space 
Improvements 
The following recommendations are based on projected growth rates and distributional deficiencies identified 
in the preceding chapters of this Plan. Over the next 5-25 years, it is recommended that, at minimum, the City 
acquire and develop land for one new Community Park and one new Neighborhood Park. In addition, it is 
recommended that improvements and upgrades are made to several existing parks and bike facilities. Note 
that the 2015 recommendations have been reduced since the 2008 Plan because of significantly lower 
population growth projections from WisDOA, due to the economic downturn that began in 2008. 
Additionally, the City has been successful in implementing several parkland improvements since 2008. 

The timing of park land acquisitions and development should coincide with the actual demand for 
recreational facilities in the City’s developed and newly developing areas. Proactive identification of lands 
suitable for active parks, or natural areas worthy of conservation, is recommended early in any new 
development process. 

A. Recommended New Parklands 
Map 3 (on page 55) shows the approximate locations for future community and Neighborhood Parks in the 
City. More precise park boundaries will be determined during the preparation of detailed neighborhood plans 
and when lands are acquired or platted. Following are general descriptions of the park recommendations.  

Mini-Parks 
Mini-Parks tend to be maintenance intensive and receive minimal use. The acquisition of Mini-Parks is not 
recommended, with the following exceptions: 

 High need is defined within a neighborhood which is not served by a Neighborhood Park and open 
space is not sufficient for a Neighborhood Park. 

 As development occurs, the City should incorporate Mini-Parks into the design of office, commercial, 
and mixed-use districts. Mini-Parks located in these areas should be oriented more toward adults than 
children, providing open areas to eat lunch, read the newspaper, and take a break from working or 
shopping. These parks may include paved areas, but should also accommodate some green space. Trees, 
landscaping, and water features should be incorporated into these park spaces wherever possible. 

Neighborhood Parks 
To accommodate the City’s projected population increases, additional Neighborhood parkland acquisitions of 
approximately 4 acres by 2025 and 5 acres by 2040 are recommended. It is also recommended that the City 
develop Undeveloped Park-North (3 acres), and Stoneridge Park (2 acres) to Neighborhood Park standards 
to serve existing and planned residential development. Price-Freemont Park and Dodge Water Tower Park 
can be retained as a wooded natural area and open space or could be developed as an additional 
Neighborhood Parks. 

Recommended general locations for future Neighborhood Parks are identified on Map 3. However, the 
precise boundaries of these sites may not be decided until development occurs or land is acquired or platted. 

 Fully develop Stoneridge Park and Undeveloped Park (North) with Neighborhood Park amenities. 
 Add new Neighborhood Parks as the City grows to the south (see Map 3 for suggested locations). 
 Consider developing Price-Freemont Park and Dodge Water Tower Park as Neighborhood Parks by 

adding facilities, where appropriate. 
 Add a Neighborhood Park on the east side of the City between Townline Road and Bloomfield Road as 

development occurs in the Southland Farms subdivision. 
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Community Parks 
It is recommended that the City develop a Community Park facility in the future to serve new and existing 
residents. Based on future growth areas and existing service areas (see Map 2b), this Plan recommends siting a 
new Community Park at one of four alternative locations (see Map 3): east of CTH BB north of Willow Road 
(1), east of CTH BB south of Willow Road (2), east of STH 120 (3), or west of STH 120 (4). This park may 
include recreational facilities such as an athletic complex, swimming pool or splash park, community center, 
tennis courts or other facilities. It may also contain natural areas for outdoor recreation such as walking, 
bicycling, sitting, nature viewing, and picnicking. It is important that this park be located on or near a major 
thoroughfare, have adequate off-street parking, and also be accessible by foot and bicycle. This park should 
be approximately 15-40 acres and serve an area within a 2-mile radius.  

 Locate a Community Park in the City’s southwest growth area as development occurs. 
 Reserve space in Veterans Park for additional playing fields rather than space-consuming Special Use 

facilities. 

Natural & Open Space Areas 
Lake Geneva residents expressed a desire for more natural recreation areas in 2007 and again in 2014. The 
City obtained a WisDNR grant to obtain 60 acres of wetland/White River property located north of the 
White River City Lands. It is recommended that the City continue to actively pursue acquisition and 
development of that property as an accessible natural area.  

In the Walworth County Park and Open Space Plan, it was recommended that the City of Lake Geneva acquire 
138 acres of the Oak Hill Cemetery Woods for natural resource preservation. Although it is not 
recommended that the City seek a grant to purchase that property at this time, the City should consider 
accepting any donation of land in the Oak Hill Cemetery Woods as well as the following: 

 Use grant funds to acquire additional natural and open space land north of the White River City Lands. 
 Consider making available City-owned land into accessible natural or open space areas for hiking or 

biking and nature viewing. 
 Consider establishing a “Greenbelt Corridor” around the long range growth area. 
 Consider establishing a walking path and nature viewing opportunities in Hillmoor Heights. 
 The City should accepting donations of quality lands for Natural and Open Space uses, such as the Oak 

Hill Cemetery woods. 
 The City should consider putting an archery range or other appropriate recreational facilities at Four 

Seasons Conservation Park. 

B. Development of Special Use and Unique Recreational Facilities 
The City currently has several Special Use parks including a new dog park, the White River Walk, a skate park 
and a disc golf course. This Plan recommends that existing facilities be upgraded and expanded as population 
and demand increases. The City should also explore new Special Use or unique recreational facilities (as 
suggested below) in the future as residents’ recreation needs change. 

Dog Park  
Since the 2008 Park and Open Space Plan, where a dog park was first recommended, the City has planned and 
acquired space for a dog park on the White River City Lands (former Hillmoor Golf Course site, see Map 1). 
Dog parks have become a popular and common component of any community park system. These fenced-
off areas provide no-leash zones where community residents can take their dogs to run and socialize with 
other dogs in a safe and appropriate environment. It is recommended that the City develop separated areas 
for large and small dogs and that the City continue to engage local dog owners in the planning, design and 
development of these facilities. Encouraging a community group to sponsor the dog park and take a major 
role in the on-going maintenance of the facility will help ensure the long-term success of the park. The City 
should consider charging a nominal annual fee to fund the on-going maintenance of the dog park. 
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In addition to the newly developing dog park, the City provides lake access at Library Park for dogs to swim 
in Geneva Lake. 

Splash Park 
Splash parks are becoming popular alternatives to community swimming pools because they are far less 
expensive to build and maintain, and because they are safer and do not require constant lifeguard supervision 
(there is no standing water at a splash park). Splash parks also function as interesting features of community 
civic spaces. 

Urban Gym 
This new form of Special Use Area 
features outdoor fitness equipment. 
Essentially a playground for adults, 
weather-proof fitness equipment varies 
from static pieces like chin-up bars to 
cardio and weight machines that use a 
person’s body weight to create resistance. 
Some pieces are utilitarian, while others 
are designed to serve a public art purpose 
as well. The concept, borrowed from 
China and parts of Europe, is gaining 
popularity in the United States, especially 
in neighborhoods lacking traditional gyms or where costlier fitness options are out of reach for many 
residents. These parks occupy less space than other types of recreation facilities and can take advantage of 
unused spaces or spaces that are too small for other typical park uses. Additionally, they can be built at a 
fraction of the cost required to build a conventional children’s playground. They reflect a growing interest in 
incorporating fitness into everyday life. An urban gym could be incorporated into an existing park in Lake 
Geneva, or a future park. 

River Launch 
The City currently provides kayak launches into Geneva Lake, but no access into the White River. Given the 
popular demand for lake and river-based facilities reported in the public survey, river launch sites should be 
considered within the White River City Lands or other future access points along the White River. River and 
bank conditions, the suitability for carry-in and vehicle accessibility, and property availability, will be the most 
important site considerations for such facilities. 

Band/Performance Shell and Music Pavilion 
Two of the top five desired facilities indicated by participants of the Park and Open Space Survey are a Band 
Shell and a Music Pavilion. The two structures differ in their use and appearance. A pavilion is open on all 
sides and provides the opportunity for casual listeners to continue their activities while listening to 
performances that do not require careful acoustics or lighting. A band/performance shell is generally for 
more formal musical, theatrical or other types of performances and provides the necessary acoustics, 
electricity and lighting for any kind of performers to be heard. A band/performance shell is appropriate in a 
quieter setting where the audience sits in front of the performers to listen. 

In general, a pavilion is more appropriate for downtown, festival types of performances geared toward 
tourists, and a band/performance shell is more appropriate for local performances. For this reason, it is 
recommended that the City pursue the development of the proposed music pavilion at Flat Iron Park, and 
also consider the development of a music/performance shell in an existing or future Community Park. As an 
interim measure, the City should consider portable, outdoor acoustic panels that can be placed or hung 
around a pavilion, as needed. 
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Outdoor Ice Rink 
There is often a lack of inexpensive, active recreation opportunities during the winter months in Wisconsin 
but outdoor ice rinks provide a fun, convenient and healthful way for community members to enjoy the 
outdoors through figure skating or hockey. Options for the City include adding an ice rink to an existing 
Community Park, and exploring the ability to provide clean, safe ice on Geneva Lake. An alternative to a 
traditional ice rink would be a “dry” rink which provides a non-ice surface for skating. 

Additional Recreation Facilities and Amenities 
The City should consider adding recreation facilities in existing Neighborhood and Community Parks where 
adequate space is available and accessible. Recreation facilities identified through the planning process (in 
addition to those described above) include: 
 Horseshoes 
 Pickleball Courts 
 Archery range 
 Cricket field 
 Additional ball fields 

 Golf course 
 Outdoor Pool 
 Indoor Pool 
 Additional playground equipment 

C. Recommended Bike Trails and Routes 
Map 3 depicts recommended future trails and bike routes. These proposed trails and routes would 
complement the existing bike route system and connect the recommended recreational facilities described 
above. Additionally, the proposed trails would connect recreational facilities at the periphery with the City, 
including the Duck Lake Nature Area, the Grand Geneva Resort & Spa, and the Four Seasons Nature 
Preserve. The proposed segments extending northwest toward the Duck Lake Nature Area, and northeast 
toward the Grand Geneva Resort & Spa, should connect with the White River Trail, ultimately leading to the 
Fox River recreation corridor in Racine County to the east, and with the Turtle Creek corridor to the west. 
See Map 3 for general locations for the recommendations listed below. 

1. In the near term, consider budgeting for the development of a Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan to help guide 
the long term expansion of bike and pedestrian facilities within the City and region, and to implement the 
short-term recommendations of this Plan. 

2. Provide a safe pedestrian and bicycle crossing at the intersection of Townline Road and Edwards 
Boulevard (STH 120) by working with the State to install a traffic calming or other type of safety feature 
to separate car and bike traffic. This crossing and additional safety features, if necessary, should be 
designed specifically to accommodate the needs of children by providing safe and efficient access from 
the existing multi-use path, across Edwards Boulevard and Veterans Parkway, then continuing to the east 
to a logical access point into Veterans Park. 

3. Create bike route maps and brochures for placement at trailheads, as well as route pavement markings 
and directional signage throughout the City. 

4. Increase maintenance and grooming of all bike trails and provide drinking water and restrooms where 
appropriate. 

5. Work with the State of Wisconsin on the development of future bicycle facilities along Highway 50 and 
Highway 120 as part of State highway reconstruction projects. 

6. Protect and improve "Urban Escape Routes" (see Map 3). These routes offer connections to regional 
destinations with lower vehicle conflicts than main arterials and should be maintained to preserve ease of 
bicycle access. 

7. Work with Walworth County to create a northwestern route out of Lake Geneva to proposed County 
trails that connect to Lake Como, the White River Trail, Elkhorn, and eventually the Ice Age Trail. 

8. Work with Walworth County, the Village of Bloomfield and Genoa City to develop a regional path 
connection from the Bloomfield Road/Edwards Boulevard/former rail corridor bike path intersection, 
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south to Genoa City to the state line/Prairie Trail terminus at Richmond, Illinois and to the future 
Hackmatack Wildlife Reserve. As part of this effort, explore existing easements and potential property 
acquisitions along the former railroad right of way. 

9. Explore regional coalition of communities to develop a greater Lake Geneva bike system. Recreational 
and tourism funding sources could be tapped to support a regional system that could connect 
destinations throughout the greater Lake Geneva Area with the City of Lake Geneva system.  

10. Improve, extend and develop “Safe Routes to School” bike and pedestrian trail connections to provide 
stronger, safer connections for children to access schools. Begin by improving bike route and trail 
connections adjoining neighborhoods to the High School/Middle School campus, park, and camp along 
South Street.  

11. Provide pedestrian and bike routes or trails to connect Veterans Park, Hillmoor Heights and the White 
River City Lands, and other downtown parks to the west.  

12. Create a northeast bike route or trail to connect downtown Lake Geneva with the Grand Geneva Resort, 
the new Walworth County, White River Park, and the White River Bike Trail. This trail could utilize 
existing City property along the river to connect to the Sheridan Springs Road corridor. 

13. Work with the State Department of Natural Resources and City Staff to identify a north/south corridor 
through Big Foot State Park to create connections with the downtown, the neighborhood north of the 
park, and future City development areas to the south and east. 

14. Connect the City bike system by identifying missing links, locations for long term right of way extensions, 
property acquisitions, or development/redevelopment coordination. Explore the ability to provide 
connections in existing ROWs or through future redevelopment of sites. 

15. Identify and expand opportunities for bicycle parking within the downtown area. 
16. Identify opportunities for bicycle rental or shared biking systems in support of recreation and tourist 

cycling. 
17. Identify locations with adequate parking and easy accessibility to trails for future trailheads, such as, the 

YMCA, Veterans Park and Badger High School (along with bike route expansion) and the existing 
parking lot at Geneva and Sage Streets. One or more trailheads should be included in future Community 
Parks and other locations that provide accessibility to regional trail systems. 

18. Build future on-street bike facilities to design standards recommended in Chapter VI based on an 
analyses of the City’s road network, including traffic patterns and street widths. 

19. Build future off-street, multi-use recreation trails to design standards recommended in Chapter VI based 
on an analysis of the nature of available sites and the desired users. 

D. Recommended Pedestrian Facilities 
The City of Lake Geneva conducted a study of sidewalk construction needs in 2013, which provided a 
comprehensive, prioritized list of locations for new sidewalks (see Appendix E). The City should create a plan 
for the funding and implementation of the sidewalk construction priority list in phases and should continue 
to add or change sidewalk priorities as necessary. The City should also consider where additional crosswalks 
would help to connect community members with pedestrian destinations. One example would be to put 
additional crosswalks across South Lake Shore Drive so residents from east side of the City can access the 
walking path to Big Foot Beach.  

In addition to these improvements, it is recommended that the City work with the Village of Fontana-on-
Geneva-Lake and the Village of Williams Bay and surrounding towns to coordinate improvements and 
provide information on the Geneva Lake Shore Path that circumvents Geneva Lake.  

The City should consider the development of additional multi-use trails in and around the City. 
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E. Recommended Improvements to Existing Parks 

In addition to the recommendations presented in the previous sections of this chapter, which mainly focus on 
the acquisition and development of new parklands in the City, recommendations for improvements to 
existing parks and open spaces are as follows: 

1. Enhance existing parks with additional amenities such as restrooms, benches, drinking fountains, 
picnic tables, trash cans, shade trees and updated playground equipment and surfacing. 

2. Increased park and restroom maintenance, especially during summer months 

3. Address specific needs at each park as indicated in the public input survey (see complete summary in 
Appendix A). 

4. Continue to develop and maintain playgrounds and equipment. Survey respondents identified the 
following parks as needing special attention: Lake Geneva Beach, Library/Elm Park, Flat Iron Park, 
and the City Boat Launch. The survey also identified needs for Big Foot State Park and the Lake 
Geneva Walkway (around Lake Geneva). The City should work with the appropriate government 
entities to coordinate the improvement of these facilities as well. 

5. The City should continue to develop master plans for each of its current properties. These master 
plans should indicate current use and conditions of the facilities, equipment, and park grounds. Once 
established, these master plans form the basis for developing a capital improvements program. 

6. The Park Board and City staff should work closely with the Plan Commission to locate 
Neighborhood Parks when detailed neighborhood plans are prepared for undeveloped areas.  

7. Continue to participate in regional and County planning efforts, particularly through implementation 
of the Lake Geneva portion of Walworth County’s park and open space plan and working with the 
County and regional organizations on bicycle and pedestrian trail links. 

8. The City should update its Subdivision Ordinance to clarify that lands dedicated for public park 
purposes shall be provided to the City with appropriate grading and seeding, utility stubs, and 
improved with required curb, gutter, and sidewalks. 

F. Collaborate with Private Entities on Future Facilities and Programs 
The City should collaborate with private groups to provide additional recreation facilities to complement the 
City’s park system. For example, the City may wish to explore the possibility of an outdoor pool in or near 
the City. Due to the expense and complexity of building and operating this type of facility, the City should 
not be expected to provide such a facility independently. The City should seek out private support for this 
type of project, taking into consideration the community needs it could fulfill, and how the City could be 
involved in its development.  

The City and the YMCA should continue to collaborate on how existing and future park facilites may be used 
to provide more sports and recreation programming opportunities for community residents. New 
programming should focus on needs that were identified in the Park and Open Space Survey, such as lake or 
river based programs, programs for specific age groups (especially seniors) and programs that coordinate with 
current and future available park facilities (such as dog obedience classes, outdoor fitness, disc golf lessons, 
figure skating/hockey lessons, and personal training.)  

Additionally, the City should continue support of tourism development based on its natural and recreational 
resources by partnering with local businesses, recreation providers, and economic development organizations 
to explore new initiatives (such as ecotourism and a regional farmer’s market) that will strengthen the tourism 
industry and address changing market demands. 
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IX Estimated Cost Projections for Future Park and 
Recreational Facilities 
This chapter contains detailed capital cost estimates for providing the new park and recreational facilities 
recommended in this Plan. The information is intended to assist the City with the budgeting and planning for 
future parks and to satisfy 66.0617 and 236.29 of the Wisconsin Statutes regarding parkland dedication, fees-
in-lieu of dedication, and playground improvements impact fee collection. However, the adoption of this 
Park and Open Space Plan does not commit the City of Lake Geneva to collecting these fees through an 
ordinance.  

A. Estimated Cost Projections for Future Park and Recreational Facilities 
Based on a projected growth of 805 persons between 2015 and 2025 and the City’s standard of 11 acres of 
parkland per 1,000 persons, the City should plan to spend an estimated $214,412 in 2015 dollars for park land 
acquisition. Assuming the addition of 485 households between 2015 and 2025, a fee-in-lieu of land dedication 
of $442 per new household would meet this demand. The alternative dedication of 796 square feet per new 
household would satisfy this requirement, if land dedication were preferred. However, land dedication per 
this provision must be suitable for the development of a Neighborhood or Community Park. The process for 
arriving at these calculations is described in detail below. 

Figure 17 outlines the 2025 projected fee-in-lieu of parkland dedication and the alternative square footage 
requirement per household for a land dedication. Figure 15 (on page 44) indicates that the minimum 
additional acres of parkland needed to meet the City Standard of 11 acres per 1,000 persons in 2025 is 10.9 
acres. This is the actual number of acres needed to meet the City Standard, however, this number cannot be 
used to calculate fee-in-lieu of land dedication in Figure 17 (Line C) below because the State does not allow 
municipalities to charge impact fees for falling short of their standard. Therefore, “Additional Acres Needed” 
in Line C of Figure 17 is based solely on population growth and does not take the actual existing park acreage 
(shortfall) into consideration for projecting fees. 

Figure 17: Projected Parkland Dedication and Fee-in-Lieu of Land Dedication  
(2015-2025) 

Calculation Value 

A.  Projected Additional Population in 2025 (individuals) 805 
B. Projected Additional Households in 2025  

(number of occupied housing units based on expected growth) 485 
C.  Calculated Additional Acres Needed [(Row A/1000)*11] 8.86 
D.  Calculated Land Dedication Requirement per Household in Acres (Row C/Row B) .0183 
E. Land Cost per Acre Estimate  

(based on an average cost per acre for comparable land sales in the City.) $22,000 
F.  Projected Cost of Land Acquisition (Row C*Row E) $194,920 
G.  Legal, Engineering, and Design Costs (Row F*10%) $19,492 
H.  Total Land Acquisition Cost (Row F + Row G) $214,412 
I.  Calculated Fee-in-Lieu of Land Dedication per Household 

(Row H/Row B) $442 
J.  Alternative Land Dedication per Household in Square Feet 

(Row C* 43,560 square feet per acre /Row B) 796 
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B. Estimated Cost Projections for Future Playground Improvements 
Each park type should have a minimum amount of playground equipment/opportunities available. The cost 
of certain playground equipment varies with the age range of the intended users and the park type. 
Equipment in Neighborhood Parks is intended for younger children and the equipment available in larger 
parks should accommodate a wider age range of children. However, State law currently restricts the type of 
park improvements for which a community may collect impact fees. Figure 18 outlines the collectable 
playground costs associated with each future park type in Lake Geneva. Figure 19 indicates that a cost of 
$800 per household would be required to cover the costs associated with playground improvements. 

Figure 18: Projected Playground Improvements by Park Type 

 Calculation Neighborhood Community 
A. Cost of Play Equipment  $100,000 $100,000 
B. Cost of Benches $6,000 $12,000 
C. Total Estimated Cost (Row A + Row B) $106,000 $112,000 
D. Typical Park Size (based on NRPA guidelines) 5 25 
E. Total Playground Costs per Acre $21,200 $4,480 
F. Landscaping Cost per Acre $1,500 $1,500 
G. Sidewalks Cost per Acre (within parkland) $9,000 $9,000 
H. Adjacent Road and Utility Improvements Cost per Acre* $37,360 $16,704 
I. Grading and Seeding Cost per Acre $2,000 $2,000 
J. Average Improvement Cost per Acre (Rows E +F+G+H+I) $71,060 $33,684 

K. Acres per 1,000 Residents (based on City standard) 3 8 
L. Percent of Total Acres per 1,000 residents in Row L (Row K/11)  27% 73% 

M. Average Improvement Cost per Acre (weighted average of 
Row J based on Row L = ($71,060*0.27)+($33,684*0.73)) $43,775 

* = See Appendix C for detailed calculations 

 Figure 19: Projected Playground Fees 

Calculation Value 

A. Projected Additional Population in 2025 (individuals) 805 
B. Projected Additional Households in 2025 (occupied housing units) 485 
C. Calculated Additional Acres Needed ((Row A/1000)*11) 8.86 
D. Average Park Playground Improvement Cost per Acre Estimate (Row M of Figure 18) $43,775 
E. Projected Cost of Playground Improvements (Row C*Row D) $387,847 
F. Calculated Playground Improvement Cost per Household (Row E/Row B) $800 

C. Total Impact Fee 
In Lake Geneva, impact fees should be imposed on each new dwelling unit unilaterally. By using the fees 
calculated in Figures 17 and 18 for parkland and playground improvements, the total park fee per 
household will be $1,242: 

$442 (From Figure 17, Row I: Calculated Fee in Lieu of Land Dedication) 
+ $800 (From Figure 18, Row F: Calculated Playground Improvement Costs) 
$1,242  

In instances where development has dedicated lands, it will only be necessary to collect the playground 
improvement costs and the collected fee will be $800 per household (Figure 19, Row F). 
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X Impact on Low-Income Housing 
As part of the public facilities needs assessment process, Wisconsin Statutes 66.0617(4)(a)(3) requires 
estimating the effect of imposing impact fees on the availability of affordable housing within the community. 
For this type of analysis, it is first assumed that housing in Lake Geneva is affordable if: 

 Costs of the monthly mortgage payment consumes no more than 30 percent of a household’s adjusted 
gross income; 

 Homeowners borrow no more than 2½ times the City of Lake Geneva’s median household income for a 
home mortgage (which was $43,225 according to the American Community Survey 2008-2012 estimate); 
and 

 Homeowners would make a minimum down payment of 5 percent of the total home cost. 

Based on these assumptions, if someone is spending 2½ times the City population’s median household 
income for a home mortgage ($108,063), and making a 5 percent down payment, then an affordable house in 
the City of Lake Geneva costs approximately $113,751 (according to the American Community Survey 2008-
2012 estimate, the median value of an owner-occupied housing unit in the City of Lake Geneva is $199,800.) 
Assuming a typical single-family detached housing price of $113,751, a 5 percent down payment, a 30-year 
mortgage at an interest rate of 7.5-percent, and a mortgage amount of $108,063, the typical monthly mortgage 
payment is $755.59. 

The City’s imposed fees for parkland, park improvements, and recreation trails would be an integral part of 
the housing unit mortgage amount. Based on the recommendations in this Plan, the park fee added to the 
home mortgage amount is $1,242. After adding this fee, the mortgage amount for the typical single family 
detached home would increase to $109,305 and assuming the same 30-year mortgage at an interest rate of 7.5-
percent, the monthly mortgage payment would be $764.28. This increase in monthly mortgage payments due 
to the imposition of the park fee is $8.69 per month. Therefore, using the assumptions for a home in the City 
of Lake Geneva, this study finds that the park impact fee requirements will have a minimal effect on the 
provision of affordable housing in the City.  
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XI Implementation 
The recommendations presented in this Plan will be phased over time. This phasing will be dictated by several 
factors, including private landowner decisions to develop their property for residential use and by the funding 
available to the City to make necessary acquisitions or improvements. 

There are a number of potential funding sources available to help finance implementation, including State and 
Federal grant programs (see list in Appendix D). It should be noted that funds from many of these grant 
programs are subject to change due to fluctuations in Federal, State, and local budgets. The park and open 
space improvements recommended in this Plan should also be incorporated into the City’s capital 
improvement plans and programs.  

The City’s Municipal Code (Sec. 39-5) requires a $230 impact fee per residential unit for parkland 
improvements and one of the following for parkland dedication:  

 Land dedication of five percent of the gross land area contained within the subdivision;  
 Fee of $400 per single family residential lot, $200 per multi-family residential unit, and $200 per net 

developable acre not used for residential purposes.  

The City should continue to evaluate parkland dedication requirements, parkland acquisition impact fees, and 
park improvement fees based on the projections and recommendations presented in this Plan. A commitment 
to pay these fees should be agreed to as part of Annexation Agreements and should be calculated and applied 
during the zoning or land division process. 

The City should coordinate efforts with other units of government (e.g. Village of Fontana-on-Geneva-Lake, 
Village of Williams Bay, Walworth County and the State of Wisconsin), governmental departments and public 
agencies (e.g. school districts, Wisconsin Department of Transportation, and Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources), and private and non-profit agencies to help fund and implement the recommendations 
presented in this Plan.  

The City of Lake Geneva should continue to utilize its existing planning framework and regulations and 
should budget for additional bike and pedestrian trail planning to implement the recommendations in this 
Plan. The City should amend its subdivision ordinance to reflect the recommendations for parkland 
dedication and improvements presented in earlier in this Plan, and should continue to use the development 
review process to secure parkland as development occurs. This Plan will not preclude border agreements 
between the City and other government entities, which subsequently may be in contrast to the Plan as 
presented and accepted. 
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Appendix A: Survey Compiled Results  
A citywide survey was conducted in the summer of 2014. Postcards for the online survey were mailed to all 
households in the City limits. A link was posted on the City’s website, and hard copies were made available at 
City Hall and at senior living facilities. The City received 203 completed surveys. The results of the survey, 
along with the other public input generated during the process, were used to form the core recommendations 
of the Plan. The following is a summary of all responses received. In many cases, percentages total to more 
than 100 percent, as respondents were allowed to select more than one response. 

1. Do you use the City of Lake Geneva park system (parks, trails, and/or bike routes) 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

No 5.4% 11 
Yes 94.6% 191 

answered question 202 
skipped question 1 

 
2. How well do you feel the City’s existing parks and recreational system meets your needs? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Not at all 3.0% 6 
The existing system meets some of my needs 29.0% 58 
The existing system meets most of my needs 47.5% 95 
The existing system meets all of my needs 11.5% 23 
The existing system exceeds my needs 9.0% 18 

answered question 200 
skipped question 3 

 
3. Which of the following types of new parks are currently needed to meet existing park system deficiencies 
and future needs? Check all that apply. 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

None, all of my parks and recreation needs are met 16.4% 33 
Neighborhood parks (including playground equipment, benches, picnic tables, and open 
fields) 28.4% 57 

Active community parks (including a variety of sports fields, pavilions, parking, 
restrooms, and other high impact uses) 15.4% 31 

Passive community parks (including natural areas, trails, nature watching, and other low 
impact uses) 44.3% 89 

Bike and pedestrian trails 44.8% 90 
Lake or River-based facilities 32.8% 66 
Other (please specify) 25.4% 51 

answered question 201 
skipped question 2 

Other (please specify): 
• Municipal golf course - 9 holes 
• Historic 1871 Railway Park 
• Park with a public indoor and outdoor pool for children and adults to enjoy 
• Splash park for young children, more benches in the shade 
• More bathrooms for hikers and water sprouts for kids 
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• Other passive parks and trails and lake or river parks would be great but not sure if they are 
absolutely needed? 

• Dog Park (24 responses) – (i.e., off-leash; fenced in; within walking distance of downtown; dedicated 
dog park, not just a park that allows dogs) 

• Indoor water park for older children and open to public 
• Outdoor public pool 
• Restoring Hillmoor to a public golf course or preserving it as a nature area! 
• Organized park activities 
• Kiddie pool 
• Better soccer fields 
• Parks by the lake so dogs can enjoy the water too. 
• Warm weather: continuous stream of cyclists on South Lake Shore Drive: safe bike lanes needed 

going out of town 
• Need to improve existing neighborhood parks 
• More kayak access 
• Ice rink, fountains to play in not just look at, indoor pool 
• Need a Park District, not the Y 
• A Splash Pad is needed for toddlers and children! It would be used so frequently. Also during the 

winter, an indoor toddler and children play area with all soft play areas. 
• More CLEAN restrooms (right now they are filthy 
• Historical sites 
• More pet friendly parks. Responsible pet owners should not have to leave their pets at home when 

they want to enjoy a park with their children. 
• Parks with 'family reunion' type pavilions, swimming & better playground equipment 
• Senior center 
• Fishing/ better boat access 
• Better playgrounds with water features for kids as well as community pools and kiddie play 

areas/pools 
• No parking garage 
• Horse trails, hiking trails on the outside of town. Hillmoor or the annexed land passed Button's Bay 

would make a great location! 

4. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Community parks/facilities listed below. Check the box 
below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this park? 

Do you 
use this 
park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Dunn Field (13 acres, baseball, tennis, softball, 
basketball, soccer, playground) 80.7% 26.7% 10.4% 164 

Lake Geneva Beach (part of Library/Elm Park - 
beach, swimming) 97% 71.8% 12.9% 201 

Library/Elm Park (10 acres, picnic, ice skate, boat 
slips, library, restrooms/showers) 94.1% 81.7% 16.8% 197 

Veterans Park (38 acres, horseshoes, basketball, 
soccer, playground, lighted baseball/softball, shelters) 81.7% 36.6% 10.4% 169 

answered question 202 
skipped question 1 

 Additional facilities/amenities: 
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Dunn Field 
• Used Dunn Field and Veteran's Park a lot when our children were young, very important for the 

youth, but I am no longer familiar with those facilities 
• Dunn, benches, shade trees or something for shade, patrolling parking lot for safety 
• Dunn Field. This park is underutilized especially for being so big. The skate park is great for young 

boys and the school playground is great for children. Tennis courts are nice. This is a nice area for 
festivals and concerts as is. How about an indoor/outdoor water center and/or roller or ice skating? 
Could we open this area up to the adjacent Hillmoor land and have a really awesome space for 
hiking, picnicking and kayaking? As it is now I simply walk around the gates and walk along the 
utility road as part of my daily walk, I do not use the park. It could be more pedestrian and bicycle 
friendly. 

• A walking path and bike path are needed at Dunn Field. 
• Would be nice to have a fully equipped dog park at either Dunn Field or Veterans Park. Open fenced 

in fields with small and large dog sides, benches for owners, possibly even a pavilion, and dog pick 
up bags. A water spout would be ideal as well. A walking/biking path would be nice, along with a 
small pond to sit near or feed ducks. Lake Geneva has parks but so spread out, nothing that is an "all 
in one" area. Would be nice to have everything for the family together. 

• Dunn needs more benches for parents to sit and watch the children play. Library needs tables and or 
benches. 

• Dunn Field-Bathrooms 
• Dunn field needs more benches trees and picnic tables 

Lake Geneva Beach 

• Lake Geneva Beach/ Waterfront. It would be cool to at some point see an interactive water art along 
the lake front...Decorative art with water streams & fountains. Omaha, Neb has some beautiful 
examples and these could come from memorials etc. 

• The beach is really nice, but usually so crowded that I don't even want to bother going to is anymore. 
I understand for revenue purposes that we need it to be crowded, but what if we had a separated 
beach or park along the water that was for full time residents only? More garbage cans too would be 
a huge help 

• Lake Geneva Beach – need water fountains closer to the beach that have working foot washing 
fixtures. Library/Elm Park needs at least one additional water fountain. 

• "More beach at Lake Geneva Beach 
• Lake Geneva beach should be redone see Fontana and Williams Bay. This beach is crowded, too 

many are allowed on this beach 

Library/Elm Park 

• Elm Park - where is there ice skating that most people can use? No warming shed, no lights, no 
grooming of rink, no benches or other facility for putting on or taking off skates. 

• The beach should probably be expanded to the North and West even if some boat slips have to go 
(greatest good for greatest number). The library should (someday) be relocated as access in the 
summer months is an issue. For me, better uses for TIF than a garage. 

• The Beach at Library Park is an issue... tourists should be able to grill in that area. The ONLY park 
area people are allowed to grill in is Seminary Park. More park benches would be helpful at Library as 
well as Flat Iron Park. 

• More kid friendly zones at Library Park" 
• Would like to see more places to sit in the Library/Elm Park area especially when there is heavy 

tourist traffic. 
• There needs to be more at Veterans Park. The city could use more fields of all kinds. 
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• Library park - need any facility for L.G. residents to take their dogs in the summer so that they can 
swim it would be nice if we could have a dog park for the dogs something like other towns have. But 
we don't as sometimes it feels like the visitors are more on a concern then we are as taxpayers! 

• I would like to see a formal bathroom and shower/changing room at the beach rather than having to 
go up to the library bathrooms which are too small. I would also like to have the outdoor shower at 
the beach stay active until 7 or 8pm. 

• Library/Elm Park would be a fantastic place to put a Splash Pad for tots and children during the 
summer time. 

• I would love to have some playground equipment at Library Park, something for the kids to do while 
we picnic there. Also, some officially maintained lakefront/lakeshore ice skating. 

• More benches in Library Park 
• Library Park needs more benches for people to sit. 
• Library/Elm Park - Some method of controlling the number of people and their misuse there during 

the summer months (personal shelters, fires, dogs, trash) 
• Library Park/Elm Park. A few more benches. 
• Library/Elm Park- It would be nice to have an area dedicated to dog use. If not there, anywhere in 

the city where dogs and their owners can feel welcome. 
• It would be great if there was playground equipment in Library Park. 
• Library/Elm-picnic tables 
• Library Park can always use more benches. Veterans Park also. 
• Library Elm Park….improvements to look of library, more waterfront shops and restaurants, Riviera 

is old, stinky, dark, and dingy, could be so beautiful…huge disappointment" 
• The beach is great -- but it should have showers that operate all the time and a place to change. The 

existing bathrooms by the library are a poor alternative -- perhaps something at one end of the beach 
might be a great addition -- the ends usually are little used and not good for swimming anyway. 

• More shade trees; benches/picnic tables; restrooms; shelter/pavilions; parking/handicapped access; 
etc.....Is LG Beach & Library Park really for year-round residents? Or tourists? 

Veterans Park 

• Indoor multi-sport complex at Veteran's Park or some park in Lake Geneva. 
• Veterans Park needs some trees. It is soooo windy and there is no shade." 
• Veterans Park - Updated playground equipment. Some of the equipment is in poor shape. 
• At Veterans Park, newer soccer goal nets would be nice, and maybe some sun shelters around the 

soccer field for players, teams, and supporters! 
• The beach is a trash heap in the summer. How hard would it be to rake the seaweed and pick up 

trash every morning? Veterans Park needs an updated playground. 
• Veterans Park…water playgrounds, community pool, tennis  
• A fenced dog park would be nice at Veterans Park. 

Miscellaneous 

• Four Seasons toilet 
• Water would be nice. Perhaps just A point well and pump for water for dogs. Or a tank for carried 

water. 
• We really need additional toilets for year round use. If I walk during the winter, all of the bathrooms 

are closed. 
• Updated bathroom. Trash cans get ridiculously overfilled on holiday weekends. 
• Bathrooms 
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• A couple more small shaded areas (pavilions) would be nice for hot sun and rain with 
babies/toddlers...close enough to watch T-ball games and baseball games. 

• Benches and picnic tables at both sites 
• Lockers 
• A community Ice rink would be great at the beach. I noticed last year for the winter festival they put 

fire pits in the sand that were great. If the city could do the fire pits and good ice throughout the 
entire winter this would be great! Unlike every town in Illinois, it would be really cool to skate on an 
actual lake, but it would need to be hosed down every morning to keep up the ice quality. Currently, 
you just can't skate on the rough ice at the beach, even when they do plow it, which is only for the 
tourist at Winterfest. If we want to keep our kids engaged, we need to offer them something to do. I 
think the skate party is fantastic. Kids and families are constantly utilizing it. A rink would be utilized 
just as often and it’s the perfect central location. It would also be a great tourist draw if the rink was 
located on the lake because it would be BEAUTIFUL, unlike other town rinks. If extra funds would 
be needed to work on ice quality, several restaurants could be hit up for sponsorship of the rink since 
they would get a lot of extra business from it. 

• Picnic tables. 
• Drinking fountains and bathrooms open early and longer in the year. 
• More organized activities, better connections with bike/walking trails. More bike trails. We are 

deficient in bike trails. Yes, we have them, but they could be easily doubled or tripled in size. 
• Would like vending facilities available to be used by local athletic clubs to fundraise 
• The grass in this park is left long. It should be thicker and shorter for soccer. You might consider a 

field of artificial grass. 
• Dog park needed in town 
• Beach bathrooms are insufficient. Changing rooms are needed. Concession stand would be 

beneficial... 
• It would be nice to have additional baseball fields that are not controlled by a private business. All of 

the fields in Lake Geneva are controlled by a non-profit private business, not the city. 
• The bike paths are pretty rough in some places or even washed out. 
• The bike path stops and start and doesn't continue or connect. I constantly have to walk through 

yards, parking lots, or switch to the road. It makes for a hard city to walk, or run. 
• They all need CLEAN restrooms. I work part time at a store on Main & a lot of people ask for 

restrooms. I always hope they ask before 5pm then I can send them to Fancy Fair Mall. Otherwise I 
tell them to try one of the restaurants. I've had customers tell me they will never use the restrooms in 
the parks. They need to be cleaned several times a day. 

• Bathrooms! 
• Dog park or more dog friendly - we need a place for our dogs to swim too. There are many, many 

families in Lake Geneva that pay taxes and want to enjoy the parks and the lake with our well 
behaved pets. 

• Picnic tables 
• We need an ice skating rink that is maintained and if possible a source to rent skates. 
• Oak Hill Park is not always maintained. 
• More 'family reunion' type shelters. Fewer boats blocking view of lake. More fishing places. More 

dog access. Better playground equipment. I do not really care about baseball, etc. 
• NO Parking garage 
• More beach areas, walking/bike paths 
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5. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Neighborhood parks/facilities listed below. Check 
the box below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this park? 

Do you 
use this 
park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Cobb Park (5 acres, wooded, trail, playground, 
picnic) 52.4% 13.1% 6.3% 104 

Flat Iron Park (3 acres, information center, boat 
slips, gazebo) 93.7% 70.7% 12.6% 183 

Maple Park (downtown, basketball, softball, tennis, 
playground) 73.8% 36.6% 7.9% 142 

Oak Hill Tot Lot (<1 acre, playground) 36.1% 10.5% 3.1% 72 
Rushwood Park (3 acres, softball, playground, 
picnic, sledding hill) 37.2% 19.4% 7.9% 76 

Seminary Park (3 acres, downtown, playground, 
picnic, boat trailer parking) 72.8% 31.9% 7.9% 144 

Stoneridge Park (2 acres, undeveloped) 14.1% 4.7% 4.7% 34 
Westgate Tot Lot (<1 acre, playground) 26.2% 7.9% 4.2% 53 
Undeveloped Park (Edgewood Hills Subdivision) 
(3 acres, environmental corridor, near trail) 13.6% 5.2% 4.2% 34 

answered question 191 
skipped question 12 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

Cobb Park 

• Cobb Park should be left unlocked until the posted time. I realize that's not convenient for the 
police, but it is the only park with a fire place and electricity. This makes it a nice after-dark park. 

• Cobb Park - The trails are overgrown and in need of some attention. 
• Cobb Park - Should be maintained better. 
• Cobb Park - updated playground equipment 
• Cobb Park- Could use restroom facilities and a more open gate policy. It just seems to be locked and 

inaccessible when I drive by. 

Flat Iron Park 

• Flat Iron, more benches 
• Flat Iron: Could use additional features to make more usable when not being used for large events. 
• Flat Iron - Band shell 
• Once again I would like to see more seating available in the Flat Iron Park as well as the proposed 

band shelter constructed. 
• Flat Iron is over used and has too much in it. Move the Chamber and move the festivals. 
• A pavilion or band shell will definitely add to Flat Iron Park! Preferably one with a back wall that will 

help with the acoustics. Thursday night summer concerts are an awesome part of the Lake Geneva 
experience! Currently the musical acts battle the breeze off the lake ... which blows the music away 
from the audience and makes some smaller groups harder to hear. 

• At Flat Iron Park, the trash can near the gazebo needs to be moved. It shows up in all wedding and 
event pictures. Poor placement! 

• We would like to see more benches or picnic tables in flat iron park. It would be nice to picnic more 
in that park but there aren't any tables and the existing benches don't work well for picnics. 

• The neighborhood parks need to be a well maintained as the "Tourist" parks downtown. We need a 
pavilion at Flat Iron for the concerts. 

• Flat Iron Park could use a band shell. 
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• Flat Iron - Food Trucks!! 
• Flat Iron Park….not pretty, could use nicer grass, maybe some cool sculptures, outside obstacle 

course for exercise and boot camp classes, something for kids to do.  
• Flat Iron needs additional bathrooms 
• Flat Iron Park is a dirt pit. It looks like a parking lot dead dirt grass strip. If you want to call that a 

park, landscape it and keep up the grass. 

Maple Park 

• Maple park - bathroom facility 
• Maple Park, the stones at the playground are terrible. Central Den. says that wood chips are to sharp, 

while every other school uses them. The make tumbled wood chips, where the edges are softer for 
kids and this is what should be used down there. I hate to take my kids there because they get so 
dirty from the stones and they end up in everything when you get home. The stones also look 
terrible. It’s bad enough that half the park is a concrete jungle, at least put wood chips down where 
you can so it feels like nature not an urban ghetto park. 

• Maple Park, which is located next to the elementary school, could use some newer playground 
equipment, due to the school and community using it. Also at Maple Park, an addition of benches, or 
shade structures would be nice. The stone ridge park, could use more trees, and improvement of 
maintenance. And Seminary Park really, could use an upgrade on the playground equipment and the 
pavilions, which are both used during the summer, spring and fall months with increasing demand! 

• Maple Pak is great playground, but there's not a restroom available 
• Maple Park/Central--a better surface than the stones. They are maddening to get stuck in your shoes. 

I feel like I spend most of my time there helping my son dump out and put back on his shoes! 
• Maple Park (Central-Denison) has a playground for which the surface is loose pebbles. These are 

dirty, can cause injury (slippery on metal playground equipment), regularly are found on the tennis 
courts adjacent (making them unplayable), and should be replaced with a surface like that from 
Surface America called PlayBound. 

• Bathrooms at Maple. Maybe close corner of 'parking garage' could have them. 
• Maple Park….mini rocks in playground get all over tennis courts making them unusable. Kids come 

home with rocks in shoes.  

Oak Hill Tot Lot 

• No comment 

Rushwood Park 

• Rushwood - Bathrooms & fenced in dog run. 
• Rushwood: Park is great! Needs more maintenance though (weeding, mowing, new mulch etc.) 
• Rushwood Park would benefit from a zipline type park feature. A splash pad would be awesome at 

Seminary Park 
• We used many of these parks when our children were young. They are important for the young 

families in the community and should be well maintained for them. But I am not familiar enough to 
know if additional amenities are needed in most of them. On the other hand, Rushwood Park is in 
my neighborhood and I am very familiar with what it needs. On the Timothy Street side it needs the 
sign about dogs and dog waste in the park. A trash can there would be helpful. The dog waste all 
along that side of the park has been awful and is where our neighborhood children run to go to the 
playground! The shelter could use some cleaning up and an additional picnic table. Many of the 
neighbors work very hard to keep their lawns and gutters weed free. All along the park on Timothy 
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St. has terrible weeds growing in the gutter and there are more weeds than grass in the majority of 
the park. It could be such a beautiful place!  

• The sledding hill on Sage is very popular, but the hill needs some landscaping so that it doesn't direct 
the sledders right into the river. A rounded berm is needed. There should be some water sprinklers 
close to the lake for small children to run through and not have to pay to use the lake. 

• In Rushwood Park we would like to see some additional and updated playground equipment along 
with a new layer of wood chips." 

• At Rushwood softball diamond should be improved. Grilling should be permitted with more picnic 
tables and benches to make park more family friendly. 

Seminary Park 

• Seminary, more benches, splash park for small children, decorate shelter for weddings, etc. 
• Seminary Park. There are rarely enough picnic tables on a really nice day for all the picnickers. There 

is a big rock under the tall, enclosed slide that has been there for years. Foot washing areas are really 
nice and keep people from using bathroom sinks to wash off. 

• Seminary Park…not inviting…more flowers or nicer grass, something to look more attractive. What 
about a community garden? 

Stoneridge Park 

• Would like to see Stone Ridge park developed. There are quite a few families in the direct vicinity 
that would benefit. It's been planned for at least six/seven years with no action. Needed amenities 
include playground (swing set, slide), park benches, perhaps a basketball or tennis court and lots of 
nice, big trees! 

• Stoneridge, which I don't know of, should have some development. 

Westgate Tot Lot 

• Westgate Tot Lot could use a new/non-metal slide. 
• Westgate Tot Lot - Need benches for adults who are watching their children/grandchildren play 

Edgewood Hills Subdivision 

• Edgewood Hill Subdivision and the Duck Trail... the entire area that isn't developed should be 
developed into a nature trail/preserve and hiking area. It's a perfect location to do so. 

Miscellaneous 

• Undeveloped Sage Street Railroad park - Sage Street former RR service area - 1871 C&NW historic 
site. Needs to be cleaned up and detailed. 

• Handicapped playground equipment at one of the parks that has easy access to park" 
• No more amenities needed unless paid for by all people using them including tourist. 
• I am now a senior citizen and don't really use any of them, but used all of them when my children 

were growing up and family reserved them for family reunions, etc. 
• TRASH CAN! There is no trash receptacle at this play lot, so people that use it just leave their litter 

anywhere. 
• More garbage cans, residents call and use this as the "dog park." I love taking my dog there. Nobody 

ever uses the softball field and this would be a great place to put a dog park in. The surrounding 
neighbors would also agree. I believe there is also a Lake Geneva Police officer who uses this park 
for his dog as well. It is really a great. I know that our dogs are supposed to be on leash's but after 
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going there and talking with other people, we feel comfortable in allowing our dogs to run free since 
there isn't anywhere else to do so. 

• More drinking water fountains, picnic tables/seating/benches  
• More playground and picnic and benches 
• Maybe familiar w/parks listed but not the park names. Map is blurry/unreadable. 
• Nice job on the tennis courts and the wood to stop the stones. Grass is not that good for baseball or 

soccer. Signs to keep dogs off the grass would be nice. 
• New proposed pavilion 
• Community flower or shrub garden or botanical park 
• Additional concert/ music arena/ enclosed park" 
• Dog park needed 
• The park at the end of Bonnie Brae Lane has a very dangerous slide for even older children. A 

new/safer slide is much needed. 
• Older neighborhoods where facilities are rare. 
• The things I see missing are more benches and picnic tables. They are full to the max on weekends. 

We want to sit out and enjoy the weather. 
• Dog Park somewhere in Lake Geneva where dog owners have a large fenced in area to allow their 

dogs to run off leash 
• An outdoor amphitheater would be really nice rather than just a cement slab 
• Picnic tables, CLEAN restrooms, more trash cans. Restrooms need to be cleaned several times a day 

when the city is busy. 
• I can't believe that you are actually asking year-round residents for their input! I thought everything 

you do at City Hall revolves around the tourists' comfort.....There is NOT a pedestrian crosswalk on 
S Lake Shore Dr. between Campbell St & Big Food Beach. It might be nice to add 2-3 crosswalks in 
that stretch so that residents on the East side of the road can safely get to the walking path on the 
West side of the road. And, it will not cost much! 

• Restrooms and no smoking signs 
• Bathrooms 
• Dog park or dog friendly! 
• Need to build band shell 
• Please update playground equipment and put in picnic table or two 
• Parking in park could be used for reg car parking if launch facility was changed or relocated. 
• No parking garage 
• We have lived here for 30 + years and love the parks of Lake Geneva ones that I marked as 

amenities needed are parks that I had no idea that existed. I think a book of parks and what they 
have available for the community is a fantastic idea. 

• Park #22 should be developed with picnic tables and playground equipment or at least maintain the 
area with mowing and brush removal 

6. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Lake Access and Regional parks/facilities listed 
below. Check the box below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this park? 

Do you 
use this 
park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Big Foot Beach State Park (271 acres, beach, 
swimming, trails, volleyball, horseshoes, 
camping, picnic, restrooms/showers) 

97.4% 51.3% 16.9% 191 

City Boat Access (public launch, downtown, 
trailer parking nearby) 84.6% 27.2% 13.8% 169 
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White River County Park (new park in Town 
of Lyons, trails, launch) 51.8% 22.1% 4.1% 104 

answered question 195 
skipped question 8 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

Big Foot Beach State Park 

• Big Foot Beach - State boat launch 
• Bigfoot State Park lacks trash bins along hiking trails and picnic areas!! Litter an issue in spite of state 

park crews’ efforts. 
• Love the Big Foot beach but don't feel that it is safe.... need barriers! I love walking the Shore Path 

but that area always makes me nervous especially when walking with my grandchildren on South 
Shore Drive 

• City Boat ramp should be moved to Big Foot Park 
• Big foot beach is State Park is really nice but there is a total lack of garbage cans throughout the park 

where then you find a lot of garbage everywhere. I used to walk my dog through there and I when I 
pick up after him I have to walk back to my house to throw out his waste. Annoying. Other than that 
I would like to see work done to increase the size of the beach. It is entirely too small. 

• Big Foot beach is extremely small and dangerous for small children (near the road). It would be nice 
if the beach was more usable to diffuse some of the popularity of the city beach. 

• Need restroom facilities that are more convenient to the beach. 
• Big Foot - More allowances for biking 
• Big foot beach requires regular weed control and shore maintenance for swimming. Restroom 

require better cleaning and bike areas are needed for locals biking and swimming at beach. 
• Big Foot Beach State Park would also be a great park to add a Splash Pad to! The space and parking 

is definitely available. 
• At Big Foot Beach: it would be nice to redesign Lake Shore Drive in some way to make the beach 

area safer to use. 
• Big Foot State Park: Badger Re-route the road, sell the valuable lake front land, and get LOTS more 

land to the south! 
• Don't feel safe to go to Big Foot. Hate the launches in town. In the way of traffic but I guess there's 

nothing that can be done about that. 
• Big foot beach state park. How amazing would it be if that all became beachfront shopping and 

restaurants, a boardwalk and better up keep of park across the street. Downtown boat launch should 
be moved there and Hwy moved back to make for a nice beach, boardwalk, park, etc.  

• Big foot beach. Nicer bathrooms.... New playground. Love the trails. Horses should be allowed. 
• Something needs to be done about the swimming area at Big Foot Park. It is dangerous with traffic 

and right on top of Lake Shore Dr. Either ban the swimming or make it safer, how I have no idea. 
• We need overhead picnic shelters, and a better beach at Big Foot State Park, nature center also would 

be nice, with the history of park and area. 

City Boat Access 

• The boat launch should be out at Bigfoot vs congesting downtown. 
• Person staffing boat launch should assist with traffic (cars/pedestrians) on busy days. Very hard to 

back up trailer towards pier. 
• Move boat launch to state park 
• Probably impossible but the launch is very awkward traffic-wise so wondering if some different street 

configuration could be dreamed up? Access only from South Shore/Baker route by the boat trailer 
parking and route Wrigley backup Center during summer? 
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• Move the boat launch out of the bottom of Center Street. 
• City Boat Access...more parking for boat trailers. 
• The Boat Launch is a complete and total mess during the summertime. The city needs to open up 

another public access boat launch like the one down Center Street. Too many people, not enough 
places for boat trailer parking. 

• This boat access is in a very inconvenient location with many roadway traffic conflicts 
• The city boat launch is an embarrassment to the city. It is bad for traffic. It is unfriendly. It is ugly. 

Look at Fontana and Williams Bay for inspiration in how to do it better. Even Powers Lake and 
Twin Lakes do it better. 

• We need a new city launch away from downtown it is a cluster----- to get in and out! 
• The city boat launch should be moved so as not to impede traffic flow downtown, and a new site 

should include a marina with additional boat slips 
• Boat launch in downtown is a nightmare. It gets worse every year. Constant unnecessary traffic jams. 
• Once again most of the water by the City Boat Access is disgusting. 
• Boat launchers always tie up traffic and they always think they have the right of way. And again, 

restrooms need to cleaned more often 
• City Boat Access needs bigger signs for in and out, 
• Launch facility in L.G. is good in quality but poor in location. Relocate launch to Big Foot, create 

different use for launch in L.G. 
• City boat access….unusable for some boats because of steep grade, too much traffic and congestion, 

launch should be moved to bigfoot 
• Roundabout at boat launch with separate entrance and exit for boat launch. 
• We need better access use of boat launch, the street should have been reconfigured there. 
• There should be greater cheaper access for full time residents to have boat access on buoys and piers. 

White River County Park 

• More restrooms, drinking water source, and trash containers at White River County Park. 
• Wish the public launch could be located in a less busy spot. Though I have not yet used the White 

River County Park, I intend to. 
• White River benches 
• Have not use the Lyons White River Park but it just opened. 
• Increased maintenance on the trails in the White River County Park! 
• I am anxious to check out White River...glad to see the river more accessible to the people. 
• White River County Park - Barn maintenance and development as Nature Center/Event Facility. 

Bridge over White River. Canoe launch. Trail/woods cleaning of invasives. Prairie restoration area. 
• Where is the White River Park? 

Miscellaneous 

• Winter access 
• Groomed x-country ski trails or plowing a walking pathway would be great. 
• Better groomed cross-country skiing trails. 
• A restroom would be nice next door to the Chamber of Commerce. 
• More restrooms in the 'front' (east side) of the park to handle the heavy weekend guests. Outdoor, 

exposed showers for washing off while in swim suits would be nice and help to keep the restrooms 
clean. [Big Foot] 

• Not enough beach area[Big Foot] 
• Cleaner and larger beach! [Big Foot] 
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• Someone to direct traffic on summer weekends. 
• Dog park 
• Life guard, put benches back [Big Foot] 
• Since it just opened it still needs some work. [White River County Park] 
• The bathrooms at the front of the park could use a full renovation. 
• Improved beachfront...close the road and improve beach [Big Foot] 
• tent camping/showers Big Foot] 
• Larger garbage containers on the weekends. 
• We need a place to let our dogs swim where they can be off leash and safe without traffic 
• Concession Stand 

7. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Public School parks/facilities listed below. Check the 
box below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this park? 

Do you 
use this 
park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Badger High & Lake Geneva Middle School (55 
acres, baseball, basketball, soccer, softball, 
football, tennis, pond, playground, picnic, shelter) 

89.1% 33.7% 2.7% 166 

Central-Denison Elementary School (1 acres, 
basketball, field, playground) 90.2% 36.4% 6% 168 

Eastview Elementary School (2 acres, basketball, 
field, playground) 85.7% 29.9% 1.6% 160 

answered question 184 
skipped question 19 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

Badger High & Lake Geneva Middle School 

• Bathrooms would be beneficial at far end of middle school fields 
• Restrooms need to be open at Bader & LGMS 

Central-Denison Elementary School 

• Central should have better grass! A watering system should be put in so kids aren't playing in the dirt. 
The softball field should have SOME maintenance and possibly some landscaping. It is the focal 
point of the city and it’s a parking lot/dirt pit/stone yard. Dress it up. Every citizen and tourist drives 
around it. And it is the most used playground in the city. 

• Take the Rocks out of Cen-Den Playground--so difficult to take kids there 
• Public restrooms needed at Central Denison 
• Same as above for Maple Park/Central 
• Central-Denison (Maple Park) has a playground for which the surface is loose pebbles. These are 

dirty, can cause injury (slippery on metal playground equipment), regularly are found on the tennis 
courts adjacent (making them unplayable), and should be replaced with a surface like that from 
Surface America called PlayBound. 

• Central Denison- bathrooms would be nice. I work in day care and frequently walk my students there 
to play. When I need to take kids to the bathroom quickly, we must ALL walk to the Library to use 
the restrooms there. Young kids playing + quick need for a bathroom = :( 

• Badger PUBLIC? No one knows that. POND? Most would not know about any picnic or shelter or 
that any facilities are for public use. Central Denison- BATHROOM 

• Can-Den school…..get rid of the rocks in the playground! 
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Eastview Elementary School 

• You forgot to mention the skate/bike park at Eastview, which the city's done an awesome job on! 
• Eastview looks, fantastic! The skate park and bathroom facilities look great and the tennis courts are 

beautiful. Although, I think beatification could spread its wings and start putting some planting 
around public areas that aren't just on Main Street such as Eastview and Central. 

• Love that Eastview has a skate/bike park! Awesome. Not sure if there are restrooms there. If not, 
they would be nice. 

• Benches or tables at Eastview. 

Miscellaneous 

• It would be nice if the toilets were available year round at the skateboard park/ disc golf playground. 
• As my children grew up we used each of these parks and they were very important! Just do not have 

much need for them myself now but they are very important to the community. 
• Outdoor bathrooms 
• Tennis facilities at both need help or maybe move a tennis center out to Veterans? 
• I am not sure if I am allowed to use these facilities? 
• I feel this is more school property issues, not so much the city. 
• Better grass. 
• A bike path or lane is needed. 
• If it were not for the schools my children would have no access to fields for recreation. Every 

organized activity my children participated in utilized the schools outdoor facilities not the cities. 
• Dog friendly! 
• A close public bathroom would be nice. 

8. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Special Use parks/facilities listed below. Check the 
box below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you familiar 

with/have you heard 
about this park? 

Do you/will 
you use this 

park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Disc Golf (under construction at 
former Hillmoor Golf Course) 75% 28% 7.9% 134 

Dog Park (planned for 2014 at 
former Hillmoor Golf Course) 68.9% 34.8% 15.2% 132 

Skate Park (at Dunn Field) 78.7% 10.4% 3.7% 132 
answered question 164 

skipped question 39 
Additional facilities/amenities:  

Disc Golf 

• Must renew the existing golf course 
• I am looking forward to the dog park. Users of the disc Golf need to be informed where the closest 

toilets are. A skate park with rentals and lots of light for the evenings and toilets would be wonderful. 
• Love that you have a Disc Golf park!!! Not sure if there are restrooms and water fountain. Definitely 

need a bubbler there! 
• Hillmoor Golf Course is a complete disappointment... Disc Golf is a ridiculous idea - who will 

ACTUALLY use it? A dog park at Hillmoor? BAD idea. Why not rehab the Golf Course and make it 
back into just that, a golf course? Our city caters to tourists, not residents, whatsoever... our tourists 
like to golf... not DISC GOLF, huge waste of money... again. 
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• Disc Golf and Dog Park are dumb ideas. Hillmoor + should be restored to a PUBLIC golf course 
with hotel/banquet hall or as a last option made into a nature center. All acreage could be purchased 
cheaply by the city, through eminent domain if necessary with TIF money as this IS the only truly 
blighted area in the city and the last expanse of green space WITHIN (not on the outskirts) of the 
city! Ask City Planner Slavney about the tourism trends - people are looking for green space 
WITHIN the city. 

• I suppose the disc golf course is okay but I hope it stays natural and is usable for others for walking, 
and nature watching. 

• "One trash can mid-way through the course. I have been picking up lots of trash. 
• Converting Hillmoor Golf Course into a useable park is an excellent idea. Sad to see such a good 

piece of property go to seed. 
• Great to hear Hillmoor is being used / developed. I would like to be able to go walking / biking 

there. I don't have a dog. Hopefully owners will have to pick up after their dogs. 
• Yes, please develop and maintain Hillmoor property. 

Dog Park 

• Converting Hillmoor Golf Course into a useable park is an excellent idea. Sad to see such a good 
piece of property go to seed. 

• Great to hear Hillmoor is being used / developed. I would like to be able to go walking / biking 
there. I don't have a dog. Hopefully owners will have to pick up after their dogs. 

• Yes, please develop and maintain Hillmoor property. 
• This is something that should continue to grow as needed. My husband and adult children will use 

this. We are dog owners and look forward to the dog park. We realize the importance of the skate 
park to the youth of our community and hope to see it maintained and developed as needed in the 
future. 

• DOG PARK BENCHES AND TABLES" 
• I understand that there will be separate areas for small and big dogs. I think that is a good plan, and 

is important to my family. 
• If we are going to have a dog park, it should be an off-leash park. 
• "shade for dogs in the summer from heat and an area to reach water for drinking and cooling off" 
• So happy about Dog Park!! Thank you!!! 
• A dog park in the middle of town. Well I will never go there. It's hard enough to get around town let 

alone go to a dog park in the middle of it... As far as using this land for disk golf, I think it's a joke. It 
should have been converted back into a golf course which could have been ran by the park district. 
Now we only have a place to golf at the Grand Geneva at $150 a round. THAT's CRAZY!!! 

• Can't wait for the dog park!" 
• "Would definitely use dog park! 
• As long as it's fenced in and has a separate part for smaller and larger dogs." 
• Can’t wait for this park to be ready 
• Who is responsible for cleaning up after the animals in this park? 
• very glad to hear about dog park 
• Open this area to pedestrians and bicyclists. Nature trails and picnic areas would be great. A canoe 

launch maybe. I do not have a dog and do not favor a dog park. There are already way too many 
dogs not on leashes in this town...not good for pedestrians. I have never seen one person use the 
Frisbee park, too soggy to walk. [Hillmoor] 

• Benches, pavilion, dog clean up posts, water access, restrooms. 
• Dog park is a bad idea! Do you know how many animal diseases are spread at a dog park? How will 

you keep this sanitized? I would NEVER take my dog there. 
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• Glad to hear the Dog Park is still in the planning stages. Make sure it is fenced, has sitting benches, 
doggie doo-doo bags, and plenty of trash cans. The dog park in Salem/Paddock Lake area would be 
a good model to learn from. 

• Where is the dog park ... is it advertised?? 
• Have not noticed the dog park as of yet 
• The dog park at Hillmoor (yeah!) - It would be nice it this facility had restrooms and water faucet, 

and drinking fountain. 
• Dog Park: Possible charge for use (honor system); use revenue to clean up after dogs - this is already 

an issue at new county dog park (Price Park) - Probably because owners don't know which dog is 
guilty when they are let loose in the run, much is not cleaned up, even though there are plastic bags 
and receptacles. 

• So happy to hear that there will be a dog park! That is a much better use of tax payer dollars than a 
disc golf park! We could really use a community pool! 

• Dog Park!! Awesome!! 
• Glad to know there will be a dog park. It is needed. 
• I feel we have no need for a dog park. If people own dogs, let them have their own area for them. 

Not our tax dollars. 

Skate Park 

• Spectator at skate board and dog run. No longer have dog but exercise dogs and train them with 
friends. 

• SKATE PARK BENCHES AND TABLES. SIGN FOR CONCESSION STAND 
• I find that the Skate Park, was a major waste of money, and causes more problems than it provides 

solutions. The dog park sounds like a wonderful idea, and hope to see something that both owner 
and pet can enjoy, while staying safe! 

• I feel the skate park was too expensive for the city. How about something for the seniors? Such as a 
center or clubhouse where they can play cards & do activities? L.G. should be ashamed that they 
don't care about the older TAX paying citizens. Also, how about putting sidewalks for safety 
throughout the city? I have seen many people try to find safety while walking down Curtis as the cars 
fly by. Again, no sidewalks. That should be more important than ANOTHER park. And what about 
the Hillmoor? Makes this town look disgusting. 

Miscellaneous 

• Shaded seating, parking lot patrol so people don't loiter 
• More garbage and litter pick up of the skate park area. 
• No additional facilities needed esp. in former Hillmoor Golf area. We see attracting the wrong kind 

of people. Loitering, smoking, littering, drinking, kids doing things they shouldn't be. Three young 
men had their pants down running across the park not long ago. We won't go any more. 

• Water source...pump or fountain. 
• You need better plans for the lowland areas of Hillmoor. It would be nice to have a multiple tee box 

range to the green on seven. A few parking spots at the water commission so people can walk onto 
the range (170 tee, 160 tee, and 150 tee). The grass would be mowed tight so you could find your 
shag balls. [Disc Golf] 

• A few garbage cans 
• Biking and walking paths!! 
• This might be a great place for a public swimming pool. I would love to see Lake Geneva build a 

public swimming pool. 
• The public needs water and rest rooms. 
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• Please purchase and update all of the former Hillmoor Golf Course and make it a big park with 
amenities including playground, etc. maybe reopen driving range 

• Park would be ideal for bicycle or walking path along river. State green space? Bridges need repair. 
Ponds could be utilized for fishing area... [Hillmoor?] 

• We should have owned a public golf course where the previous course was located, and made it a 
nine hole. [Hillmoor?] 

9. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Trails listed below. Check the box below the question 
if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this trail? 

Do you 
use this 

trail? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this trail? 

Response 
Count 

Duck Lake Nature Trail (Town of Geneva, 
Lake Como) 33.9% 15.1% 2.2% 65 

Geneva Lake Walkway (around Geneva Lake) 94.6% 73.7% 14% 181 
White River Walk (Geneva Lake to Main Street) 74.2% 57.5% 5.9% 143 

answered question 186 
skipped question 17 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

Duck Lake Nature Trail 

• Duck Lake Nature Trail - washrooms 
• "Duck Lake Nature Trail is hard to find coming from the East...not sure if I could even find it, I 

always come from the west. Signage?  
• Duck Lake Trail needs a better bridge/boardwalk system in the one low area. If you use the trail you 

know the area. 

Geneva Lake Walkway 

• Would like to see more parking options at the public access to the Geneva Lake Walkway. At this 
point there is no parking for example for the access down from Foley's and one needs to be able to 
walk the entire distance from Lake Geneva to Williams Bay. Would also like to see better 
maintenance of the walkway as erosion and exposed tree roots make the path dangerous in places. 

• Geneva Lake Walkway - more bathrooms needed along the trail. 
• Love the path!!! It may be a difficult thing to ask for, but garbage cans in some places that Parks and 

Rec can dispose of the waste? (Plastic bottles, apple cores, doggie bags?) I don't take my dog on the 
path, he would die!!! -- But I do see plastic doggie bags scattered. 

• A restroom half way along the south side of the lake would be GREAT! From Fontana all the way to 
Lake Geneva (even to Big Foot Beach) is a LONG time to go without a restroom!!!! 

• Central enforcement of reasonable maintenance-access by joint municipal agency all the way around? 
Maybe some tax assistance to the non-profits located on the path? 

• Bathroom needed half way around. 
• Geneva Lake Walkway...BATHROOMS - I've done the entire walk a number of times, but 

bathrooms are always a challenge, especially on the south shore." 
• Geneva Lake Walkway - Improvements needed to treacherous parts of path especially on the East 

side of the lake. 
• Geneva Lake Walkway needs rest stops and the ability for families with strollers to navigate. 
• Certain longer sections of Geneva Lake Walkway - no were to use the bathroom!! 
• Geneva Lake Walkway: it would be nice if there were a few public drinking fountains and a few 

restrooms (or signs posted as to where and how far away these facilities are). 



 
Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020 Appendix A: Survey Compiled Results 

 

Adopted: May 26, 2015  A-17 

• Geneva Lake Walkway: Need more signs at entrance points (and more publicity) regarding staying on 
walk, no dogs (this is violated frequently), etc. 

• Geneva Lake Walkway - is there any way to put in restroom facilities? Even porta potties - along the 
path? 

• Ever walk any of the Lake path? Where did you go to the bathroom? 

White River Walk 

• Want to see the River walk well maintained, improved and expanded if possible. 
• Continue White River Walk through Hillmoor to Edwards Blvd. 

Miscellaneous 

• Fill in soggy low spots on nature trail. 
• Health - walk all of them.  
• Observe and study nature all of them." 
• Need more restrooms along the trails, and parking so you can walk a short distance 
• A few porta potties would be nice for those walking the lakefront. 
• Any additional public bathrooms would be good. 
• Purchased the local booklets for more directions. Unfortunately, it didn't include maps for stopping 

points. Need to park my cars at two locations to walk the path in sections. It's hard to tell from the 
road where we can legally start. 

• Tourists could request taxis for pickup after a few miles." 
• Safer passage in front of many homes 
• A bike lane is needed. So many bike riders come here and they should have a safe place to ride 

especially near the highway. 
• I would use this a lot if I did not have to walk entire length or backtrack. This could use some rest 

areas with bathroom facilities and a shuttle service. 
• The same thing - CLEAN restrooms 
• Dog friendly! 
• Accompanying Bike path/bike trails 

10. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Natural and Open Space Area parks/facilities listed 
below. Check the box below the question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this park? 

Do you use 
this park? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 
needed at this park? 

Response 
Count 

Baker Park (1 acre, on lakeshore at Baker St.) 53.2% 17.3% 1.9% 85 
Business Park Pond (6.5 acres, pond, path) 49.4% 15.4% 2.6% 79 
Dodge Water Tower Open Space (3 acres, 
pond) 37.2% 0.6% 0% 58 

Donian Wetland Preserve (4 acres, 
downtown) 59% 28.2% 2.6% 92 

Four Seasons Nature Preserve (on CTH H, 
64 acres, hike, shelter) 53.8% 23.7% 4.5% 87 

Hillmoor Heights (20 acres, in Town of 
Lyons, hike) 26.3% 7.7% 1.3% 43 

Home Depot Park (7 acres, US 12 & STH 
50, pond) 48.1% 6.4% 1.9% 76 

Mill Park (>.5 acre, undeveloped) 21.8% 4.5% 0% 35 
Moss Park (>.5 acre, undeveloped) 14.7% 1.3% 1.3% 23 
Olive Longland Park (1 acre, undeveloped) 10.3% 0.6% 0% 16 
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Price-Freemont Park (5 acres, wooded) 13.5% 2.6% 0.6% 21 
White River City Lands (35 acres, open 
space, sidewalk, disc golf, future dog park) 53.2% 24.4% 6.4% 85 

answered question 156 
skipped question 47 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

Baker Park 

• Not sure if I use Baker Park, or if it is usable? Just walk by it on the sidewalk. Think it could be 
improved, perhaps a small Beautification Committee project? Not sure about this year, have not had 
much time for walking, but last year it smelled REALLY BAD when you walked by there! 

• People are told to leave by boat rentals in Baker Park stating they own the land. 
• "Baker Park: Should be taken off list; this is not a park but commercial facilities 

Business Park Pond 

• The Business Park Pond is that the Frank Fermano Park?  
• Business Park Pond has paths that are washed out.  
• I walk by the pond if I walk to work, and I find a lot of trash. This spring you could see that 

someone through their Christmas tree out in the middle (not sitting at the bottom after the nice 
melted) I try to help out and fill up a garbage bag most of the time on walk. It would be nice if it was 
better picked up, and not polluted. 

• If that is the pond on Edwards, it is slimy & yucky. 

Dodge Water Tower Open Space 

• No comments  

Donian Wetland Preserve 

• Donian should be returned to a true nature preserve (not mowed; contain indigenous plants) or 
REMOVE/correct the Donian WETLAND PRESERVE sign! 

• Donian Park could use some better observation decks and signage for where to go or not (I saw 
people in areas that could have ended badly during the flooded season). 

• Donian wetland preserve should have not had the undergrowth/brush removed. It should have been 
left natural. Now it's exposed and barren. It was more appealing quiet and intimate before they 
cleared the undergrowth. Not to mention they are adding to erosion and runoff now. Let it grow 
back!!! Many I have spoken to agree! 

• We definitely do not need a statue in Donian Park. 
• Donian Preserve: Statues and Memorials for individuals should not be allowed in any park 

Four Seasons Nature Preserve 

• Four Season's paths are well groomed. It should be considered a very valuable NATURE 
PRESERVE not a park. Very satisfactory picnic, rest and nature observation points for adults and 
children actually interested in the ecology botany and ornithology of the preserve. Also excellent 
controlled dog walk on Leash! 

• "An archery range would be appropriate at Four Seasons. 
• Have not been to Four Seasons Nature Preserve in a while, but when I did, lots of dog poop on 

trails. Perhaps dog waste baggies available? 
• Four Seasons Nature Preserve: Better, appropriate maintenance of prairie flowers and improvements, 

Friends Group, more publicity. 
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• Four Seasons Park is an old dump and the superfund land across the street might be affected by the 
dump. Give it to the State or County.  

Hillmoor Heights 

• Hillmoor Golf Course - this must be expanded for the citizens to the original intent of the dedicators 
of this land - to that of a PUBLIC municipal golf course. If only 9 or 12 holes, why hasn't this been 
done? The cost is not prohibitive and it would pay for itself - true! 

• Hillmoor Golf Course - buy it!! Gateway to Lake Geneva 
• Wooden bridge in Hillmoor Heights needs maintenance as well as the shrubbery trimmed back from 

the bridge. 
• Should have been a golf course. Now we are inviting the rift raft of the disc golf crowd 
• If Hillmoor Heights has restrooms and water, I would probably go there to hike, but I am not 

familiar with that park. 
• Dog park needs Water source....pump or fountain. 
• The entire former Hillmoor golf course should be taken for a city park which should include cross 

country and walking trails, a pavilion where teen dances could be held, an ice skating rink, and 
summer recreational activities for Lake Geneva's kids. We need a Rec Department to coordinate all 
parks and activities. 

Home Depot Park 

• Home Depot Park is a tax waste. It should be maintained by Home Depot and taxed. Speedo 
mistake. 

• Home Depot Park and pond? I do not think most residents would know anything about most of 
these places. 

Mill Park 

• No comments 

Moss Park 

• Moss Park needs some landscaping improvements, bushes are too big and obstruct view of traffic. 
Also, it is incorrectly noted on the map. It is at George and Williams street. 

Olive Longland Park 

• No comments 

Price-Freemont Park 

• Price Fremont could be a bmx/mountain bike trail" 

White River City Lands 

• White River needs signage. 
• Need to finish the trail along the White River to be able to walk the river 
• White River City Lands: it would be nice if this park had drinking fountains, trash receptacles, and 

restrooms. 

Miscellaneous 

• More publicity, maps, please! 
• All need some shade and ideally restrooms 
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• BENCHES AT ALL THREE PARKS 
• Educational signage for nature preserve areas and interactive displays would be a nice way to educate 

residents and visitors. I would also encourage the development of neighborhood parks to ensure that 
each LG neighborhood has easy walking access to a community playground and public use area. 

• Cut the bushes blocking the view south on Williams St. 
• Center St. Park up on the hill? Stopped for a picnic and it was spooky...creepy characters. Public 

access?" 
• I want to know more about these places! 
• This area should be accessible to everyone with amenities for all. This could be the nicest park we 

have and not just for the tourists as too many are now. 
• Dog friendly! 
• We have sufficient parks. Please leave the undeveloped land as is. 
• A book of parks would be helpful for all residents or visitors 
• BIKE LANES 
• Continue to Edwards Blvd. Bike trail. 

11. Please specify your familiarity and use of each of the Bike Routes listed below. Check the box below the 
question if your answer is yes. 

Answer Options 
Are you 

familiar with 
this route? 

Do you use 
this route? 

Are additional 
facilities/amenities 

needed at this route? 

Response 
Count 

Red Route (Edwards Blvd/120) 87.1% 48.5% 8.9% 91 
Brown Route (Bloomfield Rd) 70.3% 38.6% 7.9% 73 
Green Route (Townline Rd) 80.2% 41.6% 6.9% 85 
Yellow Route (Business Park, 
Veterans Park, Townline Rd) 79.2% 41.6% 7.9% 84 

Blue Route (Mill Park, Main St, rail 
corridor, Mobil St) 73.3% 47.5% 12.9% 79 

answered question 101 
skipped question 102 

Additional facilities/amenities: 

• We are strongly opposed to the city using pressure and threats to obtain land for bike paths! 
• Rail corridor at Sage Street is trail head - 1871 RR service area. Historic site needs detailing. 
• Due to age, no longer bike ride but have used all of them heavily in earlier years and see them being 

increasingly used by others now. Maintaining them for safe and pleasurable riding should be a 
priority. 

• Better city access 
• Make them connecting" 
• .10 mile markers in appropriate color matching the route would be helpful. 
• I'm an avid cyclist and I find the bike trail system disjointed. There is no flow as the trail at some 

points stops unexpectedly. It would be nice to have a continuous bike trail system. I helped start a 
Family Bike Ride out of the YMCA and it was difficult to have a safe 5-6 mile route using the bike 
trail. Additional length is indicated. Signs are needed also especially for a new visitor. Lights are 
needed for those who ride at night....this would also help deter thieves and muggers. 

• I walk on the rail corridor on the Blue Route. It needs maintenance as well. Wooden rail at the top of 
the trail is falling apart. Recently, a dip in the asphalt has been repaired but still uneven. 

• Brown Route needs to continue all the way to lake shore drive. Crossing at Edwards Blvd. from 
yellow route to red & red to red is sometimes very busy & dangerous; perhaps a light? 

• Complete the Blue with eminent domain if necessary (also a better use of TIF than garage) 
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• All of the bike routes are poorly planned, especially the red route. Having to cross Edwards Blvd 2x 
at busy intersections (at Hwy 50 and again near Walmart) is just dangerous. It should also start 
somewhere, like the Geneva Square parking lot. 

• We need road markings to help people find the bike paths. Just putting a sign on the road does not 
make a bike path. I run a great 9 mile loop around town that connects most of the bike paths and 
parks but most people don't know about it. I think a loop around town that connects safely with dots 
on the road so people know where to go as well as paint on the road designating every half mile 
would really get our citizens moving and healthier. My 70 year old mother would use it all the time 
but she just doesn't feel comfortable without road markings so cars can better understand which 
portion of the road is for bikers. The area I'm referring to is behind Piggly Wiggly to Edwards 
boulevard, around the Home Depot pond, it then get difficult to get to the corporate park pond 
(there should be a side walk in front of Walmart because it’s just too hard to maneuver crossing to 
Taco bells sidewalk and back again with all the traffic), then to veterans park and the wide sidewalk 
which goes by the car wash, turning at Hwy H to pass by high school or go into Big Foot and 
popping out at Big Foot Beach along the lake and into town. It's really beautiful, not too many hills 
(for kids and older folks) and would be great for tourists as well. This would not costs much, except 
for a sidewalk at Walmart it’s already all there, just mark it. 

• Love the water fountain near the car repair shop. I use all of these bike paths a lot and would love to 
have the Main Street path (near Police Station) hook up with the Home Depot trail to go north. It 
would be really great if the bike trails could link to the White River Trail... 

• Could use more signs to mark the bike paths. 
• I had ZERO clue that Lake Geneva had bike routes... I've lived here almost 20-years and never knew 

we had bike routes. 
• When bike trails are on the street, there should be a specific bike lane. Also, a trail that would go 

around the city more would be ideal. 
• Don't use the bike routes because I can't get to them easily from my home, but would like to 
• Never heard of the color coding. 
• We need more bike access pathways in the main town area make our town bike friendly! 
• I ride on back roads and around the lake. 
• I was not aware of these! 
• In general I would love to see more bike routes and to have them interconnect better. I do a lot of 

running and I ride my bike with my kids but so many of the routes dead end in odd locations and 
some in places where there isn't a side walk (like South Street). I would also love to see more 
designated bike lanes on the main roads. 

• I would love to see a bike path around the lake like the walking path. 
• Connection to white river trail 
• I use the bike path often. They need to connect to more parks and businesses.it would be great to see 

more businesses have bike racks to encourage bikers. If the path needs to end then make a bike lane 
on the road until it can connect back to the trail. Many of the trails just stop. They need to be more 
comprehensive. 

• It would be great to have a pedestrian/bicycle bridge or tunnel to get across our busiest 
streets...Broad Street is a nightmare, main at least has stoplights. 

• Yellow route is washed out in multiple areas 
• While Lake Geneva has many fine facilities and an excellent lake walking path, bike paths to places 

around the lake are poor. For me, bicycling to locations outside the city would be the minimum -- 
allowing riders to go safely to Delavan, Woodstock, Burlington, Fontana, and Williams Bay would be 
a good start. 

• It would be nice if they connect and continued better 
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• Red Route. It'd be nice for people like me who bike to the stores on Edwards Blvd to have curbs 
taken out and cross walks put in, across from business driveways, to make accessing the bike path 
more convenient. 

• The paths need to be connected and actually go somewhere. There should be sign maps and 
directional signage. Read Jane Jacobs book. 

• I have rode on bike paths, starting at Eastview but have no idea what color they are. 
• Signs were removed indicating no bicycles in L.G.... 
• Like to see more 

12. Please specify which 5 parks or facilities in the City’s park system are the most important to the 
community, with "1" being the most important. 

 

Existing Parks/Facilities 1 2 3 4 5 Score 
Dunn Field 0 7 6 8 8 70 
Lake Geneva Beach 53 49 19 5 6 534 
Library/Elm Park 51 54 21 16 8 574 
Veterans Park 17 14 22 19 15 260 
Cobb Park 0 1 0 1 2 8 
Flat Iron Park 17 14 38 19 17 310 
Maple Park 1 2 5 9 7 53 
Oak Hill Tot Lot 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Rushwood Park 1 1 1 1 0 14 
Seminary Park 1 3 8 10 11 72 
Stoneridge Park 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Westgate Tot Lot 2 0 0 0 2 12 
Undeveloped Park (Edgewood Hills) 1 0 2 0 0 11 
Big Foot Beach State Park 7 9 17 23 9 177 
City Boat Access 2 2 4 10 7 57 
White River County Park 2 2 2 2 8 36 
Badger High and Lake Geneva Middle Schools 2 1 4 8 7 49 
Central-Denison Elementary School 2 4 4 7 7 59 
Eastview Elementary School 0 0 4 1 2 16 
Disk Golf 0 0 1 1 1 6 
Dog Park 6 5 1 7 7 74 
Skate Park 0 0 0 1 6 8 
Duck Lake Nature Trail 0 1 0 1 1 7 
Geneva Lake Walkway 6 6 3 10 13 96 
White River Walk 1 2 3 1 3 30 
Baker Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Business Park Pond 0 0 0 1 1 3 
Dodge Water Tower Open Space 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Donian Wetland Preserve 1 0 3 2 5 23 
Four Seasons Nature Preserve 0 0 2 3 3 15 
Hillmoor Heights 0 0 2 0 1 7 
Home Depot Park 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Mill Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Moss Park 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Olive Longland Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Price-Freemont Park 0 0 0 0 0 0 
White River City Lands 3 0 0 2 2 21 
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Red Route Bike Route 0 0 3 0 0 9 
Brown Route Bike Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Green Route Bike Route 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Yellow Route Bike Route 0 0 0 1 0 2 
Blue Route Bike Route 1 1 0 1 2 13 

Response Count 177 178 175 170 166  
answered question 178  

skipped question 25  
 

13. What types of activities do you currently enjoy in the City's current park system? Check all that apply. 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Hiking 57.1% 113 
Cross country skiing 15.7% 31 
Biking 49.0% 97 
Walking 92.9% 184 
Tennis 17.7% 35 
Softball 7.1% 14 
Baseball 9.1% 18 
Soccer 11.1% 22 
Playground use 42.9% 85 
Rollerblading 2.0% 4 
Ice skating 10.1% 20 
Fishing 32.3% 64 
Boating 40.9% 81 
Canoeing/kayaking 27.3% 54 
Disc golf 13.6% 27 
Swimming 63.1% 125 
Basketball 8.6% 17 
Dog exercise 39.9% 79 
Nature watching 60.1% 119 
Picnicking 39.9% 79 
Skateboarding 4.0% 8 
Enrichment classes 8.6% 17 
Musical performances (local) 61.6% 122 
Musical performances (regional/festival) 37.9% 75 
Other (please specify) 6.1% 12 

answered question 198 
skipped question 5 

Other (please specify): 
• Golf 
• Enjoying the lake 
• Hunting 
• Venetian Festival in Flat Iron Park for 50 years! Please DO NOT even think about moving it to 

Veteran's Park or anywhere else. The thing that makes it special is having it by the lake. Anywhere 
else it would be just another tacky carnival! 

• Yoga 
• Jogging/running 
• Snowshoeing, trail running 
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• Sitting 
• Socializing with other residents  
• Kickball 

14. Overall, how would you rate the following aspects of the City’s existing parks and recreational facilities? 

Answer Options Poor - 1 2 Adequate - 3 4 Excellent - 5 Response 
Count 

Park cleanliness 1.5% 5.6% 19% 43.6% 30.3% 195 
Park landscaping 3.1% 5.6% 31.3% 41% 19% 195 
Park mowing 1% 6.2% 22.8% 36.3% 33.7% 193 
Playground equipment 2.2% 8.9% 40% 38.3% 10.6% 180 
Athletic fields 1.7% 4.6% 30.5% 42% 21.3% 174 
Indoor/Outdoor pools 26.1% 18.7% 24.6% 22.4% 8.2% 134 
Music venues 8.3% 18.3% 36.2% 27.2% 10% 180 
Furnishings (picnic tables, 
sidewalk, benches, etc.) 4.9% 21.4% 36.8% 28.1% 8.8% 182 

Other 46.7% 16.7% 6.6% 20% 10% 30 
answered question 196 

skipped question 7 
 Other (please specify): 

• Sage Street Historic RR Site 
• Restrooms 
• playground equipment needs to be upgraded and some painted, more seating, benches, outdoor 

splash park for young children, handicapped playground equipment, more benches for music venue, 
upgrade/decorate shelter in Seminary Park for weddings etc. 

• Quality well maintained park system 
• The city employees do a good job of caring for the trash, mowing etc., though I wish I could have 

checked Excellent (5) on everything. We need to have better maintenance as far as weeds and dog 
waste. Example of Rushwood Park. Many people in the neighborhood work hard to keep their 
lawns, curb and gutter weed free. But the park along Timothy has LOTS of weeds in the gutters and 
there is more weeds in the park than grass. In the city, on busy weekends I would like to see more 
garbage cans out so garbage would not have to be piled up next to the cans. Although this year 
seemed better! THANKS! 

• Mulching @ Rushwood 
• Trash/recycle receptacles, need better map (zoomable Google map not lame PDF map) 
• The rocky areas along the lake down town are often debris filled, especially in the spring. Really great 

to see extra garbage cans the weekend of Venetian Fest...and still the garbage flowed over. Not sure 
why garbage can't be picked up on the very busy weekends. Keeping the parks clean keeps the 
visitors coming back. 

• Use better signage. 
• It is a shame that the wild flowers on the Donian walkway were all mowed to the ground. 
• Please...Please....Maintain the parks the locals use. Also, please ask the YMCA to offer more 

affordable programming for local residents. 
• Relationship with the Y is not serving the vast majority of citizens needs 
• Activities for ages 18month + is LACKING. The city needs to have a TOT area for the winter times 

of an indoor space. 
• Bathroom and drinking water facilities 
• Do not permit dogs in parks even if leashed. 
• Pedestrian walk ways 
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• More dog friendly places and access to the lake for dogs off leash! 
• Could use more benches in Flatiron park 
• Not enough powered shelters 

15. Are you aware that the City of Lake Geneva partners with (subsidizes) the Geneva Lakes YMCA to offer 
recreational programs at rates that are equal to, or more reasonable than the City would be able to offer 
without this partnership? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 57.2% 115 
No 42.8% 86 

answered question 201 
skipped question 2 

 
16. Which of the following types of new recreational programs and facilities are currently needed to meet 
existing deficiencies and future needs? Check all that apply. 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Programs for children 24.2% 44 
Programs for teenagers 26.4% 48 
Programs for adults 29.7% 54 
Programs for seniors 33.5% 61 
Programs for people with disabilities 19.8% 36 
Geocaching 8.8% 16 
Disc golf 6.6% 12 
Indoor pool 15.4% 28 
Indoor sports complex 17.0% 31 
Lake/River based programs 40.7% 74 
Splash pad 21.4% 39 
Soccer fields 3.8% 7 
Dog park 43.4% 79 
Baseball/softball fields 2.2% 4 
Football fields 2.7% 5 
Tennis courts 4.9% 9 
Lacrosse 3.8% 7 
Bike and pedestrian trails 46.7% 85 
Music/Band shell 41.2% 75 
Music pavilion 40.1% 73 
Other (please specify) 17.6% 32 

answered question 182 
skipped question 21 

 Other (please specify):  

• Municipal Golf Course 
• Historic RR Park - Sage Street 
• Bocce courts in Maple Park 
• HOCKEY RINK 
• Dog sitters for tourists who want to shop 
• Not opposed to many of these things, but not familiar enough to say what is needed. 
• Senior activities in the evening as many seniors work. 
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• Neighborhood/community parks 
• Public outdoor pool 
• Racquetball 
• Outdoor public pool, indoor play/eat place for kids when it is raining or snowing 
• Pickle ball 
• Maintained ICE RINK 
• Outdoor pool (alternative to beach), programs for 3 and under age group 
• Outdoor Pool, Cultural Center for the Arts (incl. performance, art shows, classes, films, music) 
• Golf 
• Indoor Sports Complex for sure, like the RecPlex near Kenosha. That would be super. 
• Adult water exercise classes after 5pm. People work! 
• The city could host numerous youth sport events with a complex. This would boost hotel and 

restaurant use. Think Hillmoor location, 
• Development of Hillmoor 
• Outdoor Movie night 
• All of the above 
• A safe ice rink 
• You need options that are not controlled by the YMCA. 
• Women's softball team 
• Outside pool open to residents of the community 
• Toddlers Pool @ Maple Park (Tennis Courts there don't get enough use to justify the space.) 
• Outdoor pools and water playgrounds 
• Horse trails 
• We need a community dance/dine once a month at the Rivera and an ice skating rink in flat iron 

park with hot cocoa stand! 
• Playground 

17. What are your top 4 priorities for improvements identified in the previous question and 
where should they be located? (Click on the drop-down arrows for choices) 

 

New Recreation Programs and 
Facilities 1 2 3 4 Avg  

Score 
Programs for children 14 (9.3%) 7 (5.3%) 7 (6.8%) 2 (2.4%) 93 (7.2%) 

Programs for teenagers 12 (7.9%) 12 (9.1%) 1 (1%) 2 (2.4%) 88 (6.8%) 

Programs for adults 6 (4%) 4 (3%) 13 (12.6%) 8 (9.4%) 70 (5.4% 

Programs for seniors 13 (8.6%) 7 (5.3%) 5 (4.9%) 5 (5.9%) 88 (6.8%) 
Programs for people with 
disabilities 2 (1.3%) 7 (5.3%) 2 (1.9%) 4 (4.7%) 37 (2.9%) 

Geocaching 1 (0.7%) 1 (0.8%) 2 (1.9%) 1 (1.2%) 12 (1.0%) 

Disc golf 1 (0.7%) 1 (0.8%) 0 (0%) 1 (1.2%) 8 (0.6%) 

Indoor pool 5 (3.3%) 2 (1.5%) 5 (4.9%) 3 (3.5%) 39 (3.1%) 

Indoor sports complex 7 (4.6%) 4 (3%) 4 (3.9%) 5 (5.9%) 53 (4.1%) 

Lake/River based programs 14 (9.3%) 17 (12.9%) 10 (9.7%) 8 (9.4%) 135 (10.4%) 

Splash pad 6 (4.0%) 9 (6.8%) 10 (9.7%) 9 (10.5%) 80 (6.2%) 

Soccer fields 0 (0%) 1 (0.8%) 0 (0%) 1 (1.2%) 4 (0.3%) 

Dog park 29 (19.2%) 16 (12.1%) 10 (9.7%) 5 (5.9%) 189 (14.6%) 

Baseball/softball fields 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Football fields 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1.2%) 1 (0.1%) 



 
Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020 Appendix A: Survey Compiled Results 

 

Adopted: May 26, 2015  A-27 

Tennis courts 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Lacrosse 1 (0.7%) 1 (0.8%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 9 (0.7%) 

Bike and pedestrian trails 21 (13.9%) 17 (12.9%) 8 (7.8%) 11 (12.9%) 162 (12.5%) 

Music/band shell 10 (6.6%) 14 (10.5%) 14 (13.6%) 11 (12.9%) 121 (9.4%) 

Music pavilion 9 (5.9%) 12 (9.1%) 11 (10.6%) 8 (9.4%) 102 (7.9%) 
Response Count 151 132 103 85 1295 

 
Location 1 2 3 4  

Dunn Field 7 (6.8%) 8 (8.4%) 2 (2.8%) 1 (1.7%) 57 (6.4%) 

Lake Geneva Beach 4 (3.9%) 4 (4.2%) 4 (5.6%) 6 (10.3%) 42 (4.7%) 

Library/Elm Park 15 (14.6%) 12 (12.6%) 8 (11.3%) 7 (12.1%) 119 (13.3%) 

Veterans Park 11 (10.7%) 10 (10.5%) 7 (9.9%) 4 (6.9%) 92 (10.3%) 

Cobb Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Flat Iron Park 16 (15.5%) 13 (13.7%) 17 (23.9%) 5 (8.6%) 142 (15.8%) 

Maple Park 0 (0%) 3 (3.2%) 1 (1.4%) 1 (1.7%) 12 (1.3%) 

Oak Hill Tot Lot 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4 (0.4%) 

Rushwood Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Seminary Park 3 (2.9%) 4 (4.2%) 2 (2.8%) 6 (10.3%) 34 (3.8%) 

Stoneridge Park 0 (0%) 2 (2.1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 6 (0.7%) 

Westgate Tot Lot 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4 (0.4%) 

Undeveloped Park (Edgewood Hills) 3 (2.9%) 3 (3.2%) 2 (2.8%) 4 (6.9%) 29 (3.2%) 

Big Foot Beach State Park 7 (6.8%) 3 (3.2%) 1 (1.4%) 1 (1.7%) 40 (4.5%) 

City Boat Access 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 4 (0.4%) 

White River County Park 2 (1.9%) 6 (6.3%) 6 (8.5%) 1 (1.7%) 39 (4.3%) 
Badger High and Lake Geneva 
Middle Schools 4 (3.9%) 3 (3.2%) 5 (7%) 5 (8.6%) 40 (4.5%) 

Central-Denison Elementary School 2 (1.9%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 3 (5.2%) 14 (1.6%) 

Eastview Elementary School 1 (1%) 1 (1%) 2 (2.8%) 2 (3.4%) 13 (1.4%) 

Disk Golf 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1.7%) 1 (0.1%) 

Dog Park 4 (3.9%) 1 (1%) 1 (1.4%) 2 (3.4%) 23 (2.6%) 

Skate Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Duck Lake Nature Trail 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 1 (1.7%) 1 (0.1%) 

Geneva Lake Walkway 1 (1%) 2 (2.1%) 1 (1.4%) 0 (0%) 12 (1.3%) 

White River Walk 2 (1.9%) 1 (1%) 1 (1.4%) 0 (0%) 13 (1.4%) 

Baker Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Business Park Pond 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (0.3%) 

Dodge Water Tower Open Space 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Donian Wetland Preserve 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 1 (1.4%) 0 (0%) 5 (0.6%) 

Four Seasons Nature Preserve 2 (1.9%) 1 (1%) 1 (1.4%) 0 (0%) 13 (1.4%) 

Hillmoor Heights 12 (11.7%) 5 (5.3%) 4 (5.6%) 3 (5.2%) 74 (8.2%) 

Home Depot Park 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 2 (2.8%) 1 (1.7%) 8 (0.9%) 

Mill Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Moss Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Olive Longland Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Price-Freemont Park 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 



 
Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020 Appendix A: Survey Compiled Results 

 

Adopted: May 26, 2015  A-28 

White River City Lands 1 (1%) 5 (5.3%) 3 (4.2%) 4 (6.9%) 29 (3.2%) 

Red Route Bike Route 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (0.3%) 

Brown Route Bike Route 1 (1%) 2 (2.1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 10 (1.1%) 

Green Route Bike Route 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 

Yellow Route Bike Route 0 (0%) 1 (1%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 3 (0.3%) 

Blue Route Bike Route 2 (1.9%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 0 (0%) 8 (0.9%) 

Response Count 103 95 71 58 897 

answered question 153  

skipped question 50  
 

18. Did the City’s park and recreation amenities influence your decision to move to or stay in Lake Geneva? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 39.6% 76 
No 60.4% 116 

answered question 192 
skipped question 11 

 Please explain: 

• The golf course - Hillmoor was a big plus! 
• We need more green space. 
• Location and cost were my priorities. The parks and recreation amenities are a bonus! 
• Our home is 4 blocks north of the lake on Maxwell Street - very convenient to the library and 

downtown stores. 
• Beautiful area - Parks are part of that. 
• Lifelong resident - business owner 
• All they care about is Flat Sander - not the people that pay for them "taxpayers". 
• From where I live, I am able to walk to many places, especially the lakefront. 
• I grew up here. Lake influenced my returning as a senior. 
• It is all part of the quality of life issue. Great place to relax, safe, clean, well maintained, plenty to do 

and places to go. 
• The lake and parks are the reason I've been a lifelong resident of LG. 
• Love Lake Geneva and grew up here, but if they did not have the parks and facilities they have, we 

may have decided to leave. 
• Beautiful and so many activities for all ages and visitors 
• Nice city to visit but living here is even better. 
• Living here is like being on vacation. 
• A lot of good places to walk and enjoy nature. 
• I have always lived in the Geneva lakes area, and just moved from Fontana to Lake Geneva. 
• We love to walk. We moved to the city of Lake Geneva in retirement in order to leave the car behind 

in the garage and walk to do errands as well as for recreation. We are able to walk to banking, library, 
church, and downtown shopping which would not have been possible in our prior location. My 
Husband remembered the beauty of the Lake and the lake path from his days of outdoor education 
with his students at Williams Bay. 

• We love access to the lake and the lakeshore path as well as Bigfoot Beach. There's always a ton to 
do outside in nature - we need more nature trails! 

• It is going to cause me to move 
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• We are a very active couple and like the outdoors. Therefore the parks and recreation areas are part 
of the attraction of Lake Geneva and was one of the factors for us to decide to move to Lake 
Geneva. 

• I love this town.... my family has been coming here since the 40's so that is why we bought a condo 
and now that we are retired, we are using it much more frequent. Want to get to know the town 
beyond a tourist or sometimer! 

• We love using Bigfoot Beach State Park, shore path and bike paths almost daily. It is very important 
to our family that we be in close proximity to the lake and its parks. 

• My husband was born and raised here and because of the recreation amenities we decided to stay 
here to raise our children. 

• A factor but not the most important. 
• My children 
• Loved the family atmosphere promoted within Lake Geneva, also feel our park system fosters 

outdoor education, exercise and play. The Lake path is regionally famous and a great draw for locals 
and tourists alike. 

• The ability to walk to so many different public places in Lake Geneva around the Lake was definitely 
part of the lure to live here. Its small town living, which is truly a different lifestyle than living in a 
city or suburbs, and with all the benefits of being a resort town. 

• Would not move away from the lake 
• It is pathetic that we don't have a public or municipal golf course. 
• Our high school students used to have access to a wonderful golf course in their own hometown, but 

not anymore!" 
• Family has been here many generations. 
• We moved here from California to occupy a family home. We appreciate the parks in our area. 
• I came to Lake Geneva to work in the summer. 
• It is very important to be able to stay active and connected to the community. These venues and 

activities help with both of those. This is a great community that could use something like the 
RecPlex in Kenosha. Boy, that would rock. 

• Beautiful, clean lake and parks. 
• Please share events w/the public more. Even the Iron Park music schedule is hard to find online. 

Need schedules of events posted online! 
• Beach Bonus 
• Disc Golf for my kids and I was a great add-on" 
• The Lake itself is enough to stay but more is needed. 
• The lake called me back to my home-town after living elsewhere for 30+ years. 
• We found a house just a block away from Big Foot Beach State Park. That is what sealed the decision 

for us to move here as opposed to Elkhorn, Burlington or Paddock Lake. 
• Yes, we moved to the neighborhood surrounding Rushwood Park. Please maintain the local parks 

and Big Foot Beach at the levels maintained downtown for the tourists. 
• I've only been here 4 years on a temporary basis and have not used all the facilities available to me 

yet. 
• We are used to the Chicago suburbs park district offerings 
• Lakefront access, beach, Library Park 
• There is no area big enough in downtown for the dog park but put is as close as possible or adequate 

parking 
• We love the lake but we are active people and we need more access to non-motorized activities. I 

would like to be able to bike to work on safe paths or lanes. 
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• My family loves Lake Geneva's beautiful scenery, but has seen little improvement of the 
establishments, and parks during our years living here. I would be nice to see some improvement of 
the parks, and the addition of a dog park! I am surprised to find that there are so many parks that are 
unknown! And would maybe like to get the word out that there are other options other than the 
small parks in town! 

• Lakefront, library and Riviera are superb. Unfortunately there is not much else. 
• My husband is Military. We were going to live in Janesville but came to visit Lake Geneva and see its 

parks and city. We have 2 little ones and loved this city. But living here during the winter really makes 
me realize how much the city needs a specified and dedicated indoor area for tots to play (other than 
the YMCA). 

• We love the public accessibility to the Lake in terms of swimming, walking and picnicking. 
• Other factors were far more prominent in my decision to move and remain in this area. 
• It's just close to where I work. 
• Enjoy walking near the White River and Geneva Lake. 
• Of the surrounding cities our family feels as though Lake Geneva has the most to offer and the most 

potential to grow. 
• Have been a lifelong resident and have been here before most of the parks have been established. 

But I do appreciate the diversity of park offerings; I just don't think enough of the residents and 
visitors know about them and the amenities offered. My perception is that other than the downtown 
parks (Library, Flat Iron & Seminary) and Veterans Park, most are under-used. 

• While they would not have been sufficient as a cause to move here, I rented an apartment and later a 
house near Central-Denison because of the closeness to the beach, playground, Maple Park and 
other amenities. They make the city extremely livable. 

• We have PLENTY of parks. 
• Perhaps it's time to let people pay for their own entertainment. 
• I moved from Janesville for work, but go back at the least once or more to Janesville because I miss 

their parks and trails. 
• Public access to the lake (kayaking and swimming), close availability to children's playground at 

Maple Park, large shady open areas at Library Park, plenty of green space interspersed within the 
downtown area, large mature trees. 

• It’s an important part of the quality of life that is found in Lake Geneva. 
• Library Park: the open access to Geneva Lake and the walkway around the lake 
• Flat Iron Park: the open space in a crowded area of hotels 
• Seminary Park: the open space in a crowded area of hotels" 
• Living near a lake with parks right next to the lake was a factor in my move here. 
• When I moved here I just loved being able to take my dog to the lake, and meet up with all my 

neighbors and their pets. Now, there are so many restrictions and we pay taxes just like those with 
children - there are a lot of dogs and dog loving families and we need a place to go with our pets. 
Lake Geneva also needs a pool - most of us who live here can't even enjoy the lake due to 
overcrowding. 

• I work in another town and moved here a few years ago b/c I found a nicer apt that was affordable 
and some friends live in the same building. I am almost never actually in Lake Geneva b/c of long 
hours I work, but I do like to walk - usually in the area around Central Denison/Maple Park in the 
evening, around 8-10pm. I'm familiar with the lake paths, but almost never go down there because 
there are too many people. I didn't even know Lake Geneva had any other parks or nature preserves 
- I'm planning to go look these up now! 

• Year round activities. Even if they are not my activities it is nice to have more than just summer 
beach season. 
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• If I had realized that most all youth sports were only offered during the day when working parents 
could not get their child to the practices and games I might not have been so active to recommend 
this community for families. In this economy it is important for both parents to work which limits 
their ability to get the child to the sports programs. This is a sad situation for the young families that 
choose to live in Lake Geneva. 

• Library Park is a treasure. Unfortunately now the lakefront is an eye sore. So much clutter to 
accommodate wants of small percentage of people. I understand boat space is a source of revenue. 
Why not, then, allow houses near town to rent out their front yards for parking? The boat parking 
spoils the effect of looking out at the lake. I'd rather the amount of revenue generated be divided by 
number of houses and added to taxes if this would allow the lake along the park to be unspoiled. 
How that magnificence is lost now is a shame. 

• Moved here for work 
• It was mostly the schools being so good. 
• We love to boat on Lake Geneva 
• Love the opportunity in L.G. to view the lake and have access. Great activities available in the 

community. L.G. is a wonderful place to live. 
• The beauty OF THE EXISTING PARKS WAS a MAJOR reason for buying a home in town. 
• Simple, clean, fun surrounding the lake. 
• We love the parks and NATURAL beauty of the town. 
• We are blessed with beautiful natural resources that provide relaxation, comfort and tranquility to 

many--residents and visitors alike. We have a fiduciary responsibility to preserve and maintain these 
natural resources. 

• The city has what I consider to be low taxes with high quality services. I want to see the heavy usage 
of the park system STAY CLEAN with the wonderful job the street department has done. Nobody, 
likes a dirty park system. Where have you seen better??? I have seen many places and spaces but 
those street department workers are faster and cleaner than anywhere. 

19. Are you a resident of the City of Lake Geneva (select the choice that best describes you)? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Not a resident 0.5% 1 
Resident of a neighboring Town 0.0% 0 
Seasonal resident 2.5% 5 
Part-time, year-round resident (all seasons) 5.4% 11 
Full time, year-round resident 91.6% 186 
If you selected Seasonal resident, please specify what season(s)? 3 

answered question 203 
skipped question 0 

If you selected “Seasonal resident,” please specify what season(s)? 

• Summer 
• All year part time as much as schedule allows  
• Summer, June through September 
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20. What is your age range? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

17 or younger 0.5% 1 
18 - 24 1.0% 2 
25 - 34 15.2% 30 
35 - 44 10.6% 21 
44 - 54 18.7% 37 
56 - 64 25.8% 51 
65 and over 28.3% 56 

answered question 198 
skipped question 5 

 
21. Including yourself, how many persons in your household are under the age of 18 or over the age of 65? Do 
they utilize the park system? 
    Do they utilize the park system?   

Age Number of People in 
Household No Yes Response 

Count 
Under 18 153 17.3% 82.7% 75 
Over 65 111 18.4% 81.6% 76 

answered question 184 
skipped question 19 

 
22. One additional formal opportunity for public input (beyond a public hearing at the end of the process) 
will be provided during this Park and Open Space Plan update process. Would you be interested in 
participating in a discussion on the Lake Geneva parks, programs, and/or trails? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

No 52.3% 102 
Yes 47.7% 93 

answered question 195 
skipped question 8 

 
23. If yes, which of the following methods of input would you be most willing to participate in? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Open House: Drop in during evening hours to learn about the Park and Open Space 
Plan and provide your verbal or written comments. 70.1% 68 

Workshop: Attend one 1.5 - 2 hour workshop, where you will participate in group 
discussions and activities aimed at spurring conversation and sharing your ideas. 33.0% 32 

Focus Group(s): Attend one of 2 or 3 focus groups offered by invitation on specific 
topics of interest. Participate in discussion and activities focused on getting your 
input on specific park system needs. 

44.3% 43 

answered question 97 
skipped question 106 
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24. If you indicated above that you are interested in attending a Focus Group, what topic would be of most 
interest to you? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Park system needs for children and families 18.0% 11 
Park system needs for elderly (over age 65) 4.9% 3 
Lakefront and River Facilities needs and improvements 21.3% 13 
Park system needs for adult sports 8.2% 5 
Park system needs for youth sports 3.3% 2 
Trails and Bike Facilities needs and improvements 23.0% 14 
Other (please specify) 21.3% 13 

answered question 61 
skipped question 142 

 Other (please specify):  

• Creation of Historic RR Park 
• Any of the above 
• Any or all 
• I would like to see several topics addressed. I previously served on the Fontana Long Range planning 

committee, Parks Commission, CDA Board, and Plan Commission. I would be willing to help with 
the planning process. 

• Dog parks 
• Park system needs for residents and tourists 
• Youth sports and bike facilities 
• Overall prioritization of improvements 
• Hillmoor Golf Course 
• Dog friendly activities and parks 
• NO Parking Garage 
• Music 

26. The City of Lake Geneva accepts memorial donations, as well as donations for specific projects and 
general donations to help support the park system. Would you ever consider making a financial donation of 
any kind to the Lake Geneva park system? Note: this question will NOT lead to a solicitation for donations. 

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count 

No 51.9% 94 
Yes 48.1% 87 

answered question 181 
skipped question 22 
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Appendix B: Open House Questionnaire Results 
 
The following questions were distributed as a Questionnaire at the Public Open House conducted on 
October 8, 2014 at the City of Lake Geneva City Hall, Council Chambers from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Four Open House participants submitted questionnaires and no additional questionnaires or map drawings 
were submitted. A copy of the Open House welcome and questionnaire, tabulated results to question 1, 5 and 
6, and open-ended responses to questions 2-4, from all submitted questionnaires is provided below: 

 
2015 Lake Geneva Park and Open Space Plan Update 

Open House 
 

October 8, 2015 - 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
City of Lake Geneva 

City Hall Council Chambers 
 

 
Welcome! The purpose of this Open House is to provide an opportunity for you to see and comment on 
the Draft Park and Open Space Plan 2015-2020. The Plan was last updated in February of 2008 and is 
now being updated to reflect the current conditions and future needs of the Lake Geneva’s park and 
open space system. The Plan includes recommendations for new and existing park and recreational 
facilities, including bicycle and pedestrian trails, and natural and open space areas. 

The purpose of updating the Plan is to provide a clear vision for the future of Lake Geneva’s park system 
and to provide the basis for obtaining state and federal grants for park, trail, and natural areas 
improvements. Park Board members, City Staff, and the Planning Consultant are here to answer your 
questions or discuss your ideas. 

Please take a few minutes to take a look at the Survey Results and the Draft Plan, see maps of existing 
and recommended future facilities, ask questions, and most of all, to provide your ideas and thoughts on 
the Draft Plan. Please fill out the questionnaire below, and use our markers to draw your suggestions on 
the Future Facilities Map on the reverse side.  

You also may take your time to review the Plan at the following link and submit this questionnaire by 
Friday, October 17th to Vandewalle & Associates, attn. Mary Robb, PO Box 259036, Madison, WI 53715-
2028 or via email at mrobb@vandewalle.com. 

http://www.vandewalle.com/work-1/lake-geneva-park-and-open-space-plan/ 

  

http://www.vandewalle.com/work-1/lake-geneva-park-and-open-space-plan/
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1. Did you take the online Park and Open Space Survey offered during summer of 2014? Yes -2 No-3 
 
2. Do you have any comments or suggestions on the proposed recommendations in the Draft Park 

Open Space Plan (see exhibit 3 and the Draft Plan)? 
 

• None 
• The Plan is aggressive – great! Is there a ranking of what should happen 1st, 2nd, 3rd? I 

will be curious to hear the comments from the school district. We have our work cut out 
for us. 

• Musical Band Shell is needed – we have a concert series that takes place on Thursdays in 
Flatiron. Residents and tourists alike know about the concerts and pack the park! A shell 
with electricity, chairs, and lights is sorely needed. 

• Would love to see an ice rink at Maple Park or Flat Iron Park. Have a warming hose and a 
place for concessions or a Food Truck and atmospheric lighting. 

• I would love to see more options for children like a splash pad, and indoor play center 
for winter time/rainy days, an ice rink on/near the lake. 

 
3. Do you have any comments or suggestions on the proposed Future Park and Recreation Facilities 

Map (see exhibit 4)? 
 

• None 
• No 
• Love the idea of more trails, connecting neighborhoods & schools 
• [blank] 
• Please keep in mind that Lake Geneva should plan for tourists and Walworth Co 

residents. I hear many people say that it’s only for tourists 
 

4. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions on the Draft Park and Open Space Plan 
2015-2020? 
 

• None 
• The Chamber of Commerce is undertaking an exercise in branding and outdoor activities 

and sports have been prominently mentioned. I will get this in front of them. 
• [blank] 
• [blank] 
• More programs for kids of all ages, and safer bike and running paths.  
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5. Please provide your contact information (optional): 
 
Name:   _______________________________________________________  
Address:   _______________________________________________________  
Telephone:   _______________________________________________________  
Email:   _______________________________________________________  

 
• Five survey respondents provided their contact information 

 

 
6. You may draw your ideas or suggestions on the Future Park and Recreation Facilities Map 

provided on the back of this page. Feel free to use the markers provided to indicate different 
types of facilities or needs. Please ask if you need additional information or assistance! 
 

• zero map drawings were submitted 
 

 
*PLEASE DO NOT DRAW ON THE EXHIBITS* 

 
THANK YOU! 
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Appendix C: Park Improvement Fee Calculations 
 

The following is the calculation methodology for Figure 18, Row H.  

 

Figure 20: Road and Utilities Improvements Calculation 

 Calculation Neighborhood Community 
A. Typical Park Size (based on NRPA standards) in Acres 5 25 
B. Typical Park Size in Square Feet 217,800 1,089,000 
C. Conceptual Road Frontage on Two Sides in Linear Feet (√Row B*2) 934 2,088 
D. Road and Utilities Improvement Cost per Linear Foot $400 $400 
E. Parkland Portion (Half) of Road and Utilities Improvement Cost per 

Linear Foot 
$200 $200 

F. Road and Utilities Improvement Cost for Typical Park (Row E*Row 
C) 

$186,800 $417,600 

G. Road and Utilities Improvement Cost per Acre for Typical Park 
(Row F/Row A) 

$37,360 $16,704 
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